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Jesse Greene is the recipient of this year's 
Amy Louie Grossman's Music Scholarship

www.torontobluessociety.com
mailto:info@torontobluessociety.com


2   MapleBlues  January 2025 www.torontobluessociety.com

Toronto Blues Society

910 Queen St. W. Ste. B04 Toronto,  
Canada M6J 1G6 
Tel. (416) 538-3885   Toll-free 1-866-871-9457

Email: info@torontobluessociety.com 
Website: www.torontobluessociety.com

MapleBlues is published monthly by the Toronto 
Blues Society   ISSN 0827-0597

2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Derek Andrews, Brian Blain, Ron Clarkin 
(Treasurer), Carol Flett, Johnny Max, Lori 
Murray (Executive At-large), Alice Sellwood 
(Co-Chair/Secretary), Ken Simms, Mike 
Smith, Jackie Spicer, Suzie Vinnick, Quisha 
Wint (Chair)

Volunteer & Membership Committee: Ed 
Parsons, Carol Flett, Lucie Dufault, Mike 
Smith

Office Manager: Manny DeGrandis

Bookkeeper: Judy Smyth

Publisher: Toronto Blues Society
Managing Editor: Brian Blain   
editor@torontobluessociety.com 
Contributing Editors: Janet Alilovic, Carol 
Flett
Listings Coordinator: Janet Alilovic
Mailing and Distribution: Ed Parsons
Advertising: Manny DeGrandis  
mannydeg@hotmail.com 
Ad rates & specs  
www.torontobluesociety.com/newsletters/
rate-card
Charitable # 87487 7509 RR0001

The Toronto Blues Society acknowledges the 
annual support of the following agencies:

Project support is provided by:

an Ontario government agency
un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

The Toronto Blues Society acknowledges the 
annual support of the following agencies:

Project support is provided by:

We acknowledge the fi nancial support of FACTOR, 
the Government of Canada and of Canada’s private radio broadcasters. 

Nous reconnaissons l’appui fi nancier de FACTOR, du gouvernement 
du Canada, et des radiodiffuseurs privés du Canada.

The Toronto Blues Society acknowledges the 
annual support of the following agencies:

Project support is provided by:

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

The Toronto Blues Society is committed to the principles of the Personal Protection and Electronic Documents 
Act (PIPEDA) in safeguarding the collection, use, and disclosure of personal information.

CANADIAN PUBLICATIONS MAIL AGREEMENT #40011871 
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to: 

Toronto Blues Society, 910 Queen St. W. Ste. B04, Toronto, Canada M6J 1G6 
Email: info@torontobluessociety.com

The Toronto Blues Society is a member of

TBS Annual General Meeting  
New Date  Monday, February 24

(stay tuned for more details)

Dear Members and Community, 

As we now begin 2025, we want to take a moment to thank 
you for your continued support of the Toronto Blues Society.

2024 was all about growth, transition, and exciting achievements, 
and we couldn’t have done it without you.

The AGM will take place Monday, February 24. 

More details to come! 

Our goal is to make the AGM a meaningful opportunity to 
connect, reflect on the past year, and plan for an even brighter 
future.

Thank you again for your continued support.

Happy New Year! 

Toronto Blues Society
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* = Canadian

This month’s recommended listening by 
Brant Zwicker, host/executive producer 
of At the Crossroads syndicated blues 

radio. Website: atcblues.ca

Last month at a formal ceremony at 
Toronto’s Home of the Blues, Grossman’s 
Tavern, Jesse Greene was selected as the 
recipient of the Amy Louie Grossman’s Music 
Scholarship ($2000). Jay Bleus, who plays 
regularly with Jesse at Grossman’s and other 
venues around town was the runner-up and 
he received $1000.  Jesse performed a set 
at the Fundraiser/Presentation as well as 
the Happy Pals, Frankie Foo, Danny Marks 
and Downchild, who started their 55-year 
career at G-Man’s and have now officially 
retired. $2165. was raised at the door  for the 
scholarship fund.

Jesse ended her set with her signature 
tune, “I Want a Mojo Man” which stayed in the 
top twenty of Dawg FM for more than a year 
and brought the singer/songwriter/guitarist 
extraordinaire to the attention of the small, but 
fiercely resolute community of blues players 
and aficionados in Ottawa, Canada. 

The lyrics of the song are assertive, to say 
the least. Songs like these and her energetic 
performances in clubs and at festivals 
caused the “Lords of the Blues” in Ottawa to 
send Jesse and her all-Canadian band to the 
International Blues Challenge in Memphis 
back in 2010. 

To the surprise, delight and astonishment 
of so many of the people there, out of a 
hundred and eleven contestants she came in 
sixth, close to the top. Normally such success 
catapults a young musician on the road 
towards international recognition and record 
label deals but that did not happen.

 Over a businessman’s lunch at my favorite 
Chinese restaurant in downtown Toronto Jesse 
told me what did happen: 

To our astonishment, we made the finals 
and placed 6th overall in this prestigious 
international competition. We were young and 
inexperienced at networking and schmoozing, 
and some bands that didn’t place as highly as 
we did, walked away from this endeavor with 
contracts and expanding professional horizons. 
Returning home triumphant we played our 
share of gigs and festivals in my hometown and 
surrounding areas, but largely slipped back 
into the day-to-day life of musicians trying to 
make it in a government town. 

Sharing a birthday with renowned 
Canadian songsmith Leonard Cohen, Jesse 
(actually, the Celtic Jessamyn) Walters 
Greene was born in Ottawa, Canada on Sept 
21,1982. She was (as she thought at the time) 
the only daughter of two graphic artists and 
talented folk and rock guitarists and singers 
Heather Anne Walters and Ronald Easton 

The Rising Star 
of Jesse Greene

Greene. They were baby boomers who were 
managing to enter the Canadian middle class 
during Canada’s brief few decades of post 
war prosperity. 

Jesse was a good girl, a good student, 
and a good listener. Her parents could both 
play and sing very well and they were in 
and out of various rock and folk bands that 
sprung up in Canadian cities after the war. 
By that time Jesse had already demonstrated 
an inborn musical talent and was studying 
classical piano in Ottawa through the Royal 
Conservatory of Music system, winning 
awards with grade VIII to X material at the 
Kiwanis and Carleton music festivals before 
she even started middle school. 

At the same time, she was absorbing 
firsthand the mellow blues and ballads that 
were the basis of so much music of the sixties. 
With some help from her dad, she learned her 
first chords on guitar and started a band when 
she was eleven called the Raveons, playing 
whenever possible at school and clubs with 
her parents and their friends. 

She left home at an early age and leveraged 
her quick ear and growing blues, rock and 
folk musical chops and started couch surfing 
with older teenage and early twenties male 
and female musicians. 

I came home for a bit to finish high school 
and then started playing in bands. Eventually I 
got a job at the Ottawa Folklore Center teaching 
guitar and piano

As an ethnomusicologist I have some 
knowledge of the blues and ballads that are 
the basis of American and Canadian Roots 
music. I have played blues and ballads semi-
professionally here and abroad and have 
spent some very pleasant evenings at the 
house of Toronto based blues aficionado and 
musical maker and shaker, Brian Blain, where 
I first met Jesse at an informal jam session. We 
exchanged songs for a few good hours. The 
pleasure was mine.

Jesse’s recordings are good. I like her 
songs. I like her style. And she has something 
special about her when you hear her perform 
unamplified, accompanied by other guitars, 
harmonicas, or slide guitars. There is a bit 
of a Texan style female blues rebel in her. 
At times Jesse even sounds like Janis Joplin, 
and sometimes even better in some ways, 
as she knows when to belt it out and when 
to hold back. 

 I will go as far to say that in a wonderful 
way, Jesse takes up where Janis left off, as she 
has managed that personal hell that often 
destroys the careers of so many young artists. 
She has come out on the side of the living after 
experiencing the hardships of life. 

Jesse is a rising star. She is definitely going 
somewhere.

- Geoffrey Clarfield

*David Gogo Yeah! Cordova Bay Records
Lady Adrena Recipe for the Blues – Deluxe Edition Sweet Success Records
Giles Robson & John Primer Ten Chicago Blues Classics Blues House Productions
*Pete Johnson All*Starz Time and Money Red Shoes Music Productions
Dennis Herrera Four Deep Groove Records
Jade MacRae In My Veins independent
*Steve Hill Hanging on a String No Label Records
Mississippi MacDonald I Got What You Need APM Records
*Secondhand Dreamcar Answer the Call independent
Linwood Taylor Two Sides Capital Corridor Music
Todd Partridge Desert Fox Blues independent 
*Alfie Smith Every Rome Needs a Nero Gilded Tooth Records
*Southside Denny Heal It independent
Eliza Neals Colorcrimes E-H Records
Greg Nagy The Real You independent
CW Ayon Bounce Boogie & Bump independent
Jake Shimabukuro & Mick Fleetwood Blues Experience Forty Below Records
Ronnie Baker Brooks Blues in My DNA Alligator Records
Chad Rupp & the Sugar Roots Gate C23 Lightning in a Bottle Records
Martin Harley Morning Sun Del Mundo Records

www.torontobluessociety.com
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Blue Moon Marquee  New Orleans 
Sessions

I enjoyed airing the previous BMM release, 
and this one will be fun too.   The obvious 
chemistry between A.W. and Jasmine propels 
this set, one in which the recording itself stands 
nearly as tall as the performances captured.  
Listening in headphones and noting what I 
think of as ‘wide mono’ instead of a stereo 
field, the meld of instrumental sounds with 
vocals being sung as if to be heard over the 
instruments (not monitored in headphones 
and perfected in mix adjustments) is a 
refreshing escape from contemporary 
styles that contain each track input in its own 
compression, reverb and eq, resulting in fine 
isolation but sacrificing what the instruments 
themselves have to say to each other about 
getting to play together.  

The period perspective of this set seems 
to anchor in the late 1940s and continue 
to almost mid-50s   While the mix and 
production play into this well -- the soon-
to-be-universal Earl Palmer backbeats are 
subdued in some of the tracks, reminding 
us that swing didn’t require them to propel 
involuntary body movement -- it is the 
phrasing and note choices from all players 
that really set this scene into post-WWII’s 
resolute conviction that was catalyst to this 
exuberant music.  In the years just before the 
Gulf Coast stroll rhythm packed dance floors 
across NOLA from jukeboxes’ nickel-fed plays 
of Fats Domino, Lloyd Price and Smiley Lewis, 
it was the buzz of sax section unisons with a 
prominent string bass supporting piano and 
vocals that ran the Cash Box numbers up.  

Impossibly, much of that sonic ambience 
lives in the New Orleans Sessions’ setlist.  By 
skipping the eight-beats, second lines, Latin 
and Caribbean flavors (that arose only a 
couple years later) in favor of straight shuffles, 
strolls and stomps, Blue Moon Marquee has 

reshuffled the deck on Big Easy tributes.  Even 
A.W. ‘s vocal growl goes back to that time 
when it came from gospel choirs, holding 
off the melisma and fuller-voiced soul vocals 
from Allen Toussaint’s and Cosimo Matassa’s 
recording domains.  Jasmine sings it straight, 
too, holding true to the syncopations of the 
era before Professor Longhair’s proto-funk 
began to subdivide & syncopate fractions of 
cadences.  Added to the voices, the perfect 
indexing of Danny Abrams’ baritone sax 
riffs, fills and comments into the vocal lines 
is the cheddar atop the crab au gratin -- once 
again, held to the standards of play from the 
magnetic center of the 20th century, without 
the grunts and rumbles that were only a 
decade away.  

With enough atmosphere to engage 
NASA’s attention and solid guitar & bass work 
basting in the other instruments (and thank 
God for the upright piano), New Orleans 
Sessions shines a jubilant light on a neglected 
period of NOLA culture.  Blue Moon Marquee 
deserves a parade.

(Dave Gallaher -Talkin’ the Blues with 
Microwave Dave WLRH FM/WJAB FM  Huntsville 
AL and WUTC FM Chattanooga TN)

Jake Shimabukuro & Mick Fleetwood 
Blues Experience  Forty Below Records

 

The adjective “eclectic” gets tossed 
around liberally when describing those who 
dip their musical toes into a variety of genres. 
But it’s perfect for Jake Shimabukuro.

Not only does the Hawaiian native shift 
effortlessly between styles as radically 
dissimilar as rock, classical, world music, jazz, 
bluegrass, country, funk, pop and folk, but he 
accomplishes that brandishing his trusty four-
string ukulele. Few if any another musicians 
have covered Jimi Hendrix, Queen, Disney 
tunes, Leonard Cohen, New Order and Bach 
with the same effortless aplomb.

Additionally, other high profile names 
have flocked to him. Who else has recorded 
with Cyndi Lauper, Yo-Yo Ma, Billy Strings and 
Bette Midler?

So it comes as little wonder that 
Shimabukuro finally wades into blues with 
‘Blues Experience,’ released Oct. 18, one of 
the few areas he hasn’t spent time in. Fellow 
Hawaii resident and, oh yeah, world famous 
drummer, Mick Fleetwood provides some 
marquee star power above the album’s title 
and helps the uke expert navigate a field he 
knows about as well as any other percussive 
player.

It’s nearly impossible to tell that 
Shimabukuro is not slinging a typical six-
string on the majority of these ten tracks. 
Unlike most ukulele practitioners, he plugs 
into an amp, using audio enhancements to 
yield a full guitar sound. On the opening 
“’Cause We’ve Ended as Lovers,” where he 
grabs Jeff Beck’s arrangement and invites 
the disc’s lone guest, Sonny Landreth, to add 
slide, few would imagine he’s working with 
just four strings. His solo bobs and weaves 
around Stevie Wonder’s melody with Beck’s 
casual grace.

Shimabukuro is no stranger to instrumental 
interpretations (his major breakthrough was a 
unique version of George Harrison’s “While 
My Guitar Gently Weeps”), and the eight 
others, with one original, fit that established 
pattern.

He tackles Gary Moore’s signature 
“Still Got the Blues,” squeezing out strong, 
tensile notes you’d think would be difficult 
from his modest instrument. Elsewhere Neil 
Young’s “Rockin’ in the Free World,” gets a 
surprisingly powerful handling complete 
with reverb and strangulated notes similar 
to what Young might play, urged on by 
Fleetwood’s drum prowess.

The approach even goes psychedelic on 
Muddy Waters’ standard “Rollin’ N Tumblin’.” 
Shimabukuro cranks up the echo and 
solos like Clapton in Cream as Fleetwood 
thumps along resulting in one of the disc’s 
more frantic, even intense, offerings. Those 
expecting an easy listening atmosphere 
based on some of Jake’s prior music will be 
surprised yet riveted by his searing sonic 
attack.

The tempo drops for the set’s lone original, 
a standard Chicago shuffle titled “Kula 
Blues.” It’s a pleasant performance that 
starts predictably then ramps up the energy. 
Fleetwood’s sturdy backbeat is reminiscent 
of his band’s old deep blues days.

You can’t go wrong covering Procol 
Harum’s classic “Whiter Shade of Pale.” With 
the ukulele taking the lead vocal melody, 
it yields an agreeable result displaying 
Shimabukuros’ shredding talents.

Mick also nods to his past. Little Willie 

www.torontobluessociety.com
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John’s “Need Your Love So Bad,” a hit for 
Fleetwood Mac’s Peter Green years, reveals 
a moody treatment featuring piano from 
Michael Grande. The closing, dreamy nod 
to “Songbird” pays tribute to Fleetwood’s 
longtime band mate Christine McVie with a 
touching, somewhat ominous approach that’s 
genuine and respectful.

It closes the impressive ‘Blues Experience’ 
with the class, sophistication and diversity 
Jake Shimabukuro has always exhibited by 
adding another notch to his ever expanding 
stylistic belt. (Hal Horowitz / Rock & Blues 
Muse)

  

The Toronto Blues Society is a Registered Charity

Make a donation beyond membership and merchandise, and get your charitable tax receipt in time for this year! (Charitable # 87487 7509 RR0001). You will be 
helping to support events like the annual Women's Blues Revue, The Blues in the Schools program, numerous workshops and career development activities 
for the musician community as well as the Maple Blues Awards and the Blues Summit conference, the most important blues industry gathering in Canada that 
occurs every other year. Networking events within this conference allow for industry discussion alongside artist discovery through the showcase program.

The Toronto Blues Society wishes to acknowledge and thank the first creators of the blues who gave us all this beautiful music that we enjoy today. 
African American musicians, singers, and songwriters created and used this music to sustain them through pain and hardship throughout their quest for freedom 
and equal rights.

The Toronto Blues Society Cultural Statement

Road to Memphis: The Grand River 
Blues Society held a fundraiser concert last 
month to help cover the travel expenses of 
their contenders for the International Blues 
Challenge being held in Memphis January 
7-11. Entertainment was provided by the 
winners of the local competition, The Fraidy 
Scats (Youth Band), Glenn Marais (Solo) and 
Big Dan Jeffares (Band) as well as sets from 
Dwayne Laforme and Jerome Godboo.  And 
the process has already begun for next year’s 
competition. The Grand River Blues Society  
has set the date for their “Road to Memphis” 
showdown, March  1  at the Edelweiss Tavern 
in Kitchener. The deadline for submissions is 
February 1st.  Send info to grandriverblues@
gmail.com

Talkin’ Blues:  Mako Funasaka’s podcast 
has covered just about every blues artist of 
renown and this month’s episode is a great 
revelation of a local bluesician who has not 
been around as much in recent years – David 
Rotundo.  David was one of the many southern 
Ontario blues musicians who have made their 
way to Mexico through connections to some 
expats who live there. And now David has 
made his home in Puerto Escondido for at 
least six months of the year. Hear David tell 
the story and while you’re there check out the 
recent interview with Mark Johnson, the guy 
who created the great “Playing For Change” 
series on YouTube. www.talkinblues.com 

Kudos for Downchild:  The Escarpment 
Blues Society presented The Legendary 
Downchild Blues Band with their Hall of Fame 
Award and frontman Chuck Jackson was 
presented with a lifetime achievement award 
at Heritage Mississauga’s Credits Awards 
2024, honouring exceptional individuals, 
groups, and businesses that have made 
significant contributions to celebrating 
Mississauga’s rich cultural heritage. 

Former TBS boarder Julian Taylor shared on his 
Instagram page that he is this year’s recipient of the 
Toronto Musician’s Association (Local 149) Community 
Builder of the Year award which was presented to him 
by TMA President Les Altt. from TMA. Julian writes, 
“This means the world to me and I was totally taken 
by surprise at receiving this prestigious award from 
Toronto Musicians’ Association - Local 149 AFM. 
Thank you to all our members for the recognition 
as Community Builder of the Year. What an honour! 
“Community = COMMON-UNITY”

Bonnie Raitt honoured by Kennedy 
Center: Congratulations to blues icon 
Bonnie Raitt as she receives one of the most 
prestigious awards an artist can get in the 
USA, as well as a kiss and a hug from the 
President.  She writes, "I am deeply honored 
and thrilled to have been chosen to receive 
one of this year’s Kennedy Center Honors. I 
have long been an admirer of the Awards and 
have been so blessed to be able to participate 
in several shows honoring others." Other 
blues-friendly recipients this year were the 
Grateful Dead and the Apollo.

 

"Like" us on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/
TorontoBluesSociety

Follow us on X  
@TObluessociety

Follow us on Instagram  
@torontobluessociety

www.torontobluessociety.com
mailto:grandriverblues@gmail.com
mailto:grandriverblues@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/DownchildBluesBand?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXTB8Fl0PotNASvEsS9e_Vzq7QNhn3etPchOKdCPUTjhBZy7lqw32oxPG0AiZ0JWO2D_p-6I6DsB1YDDaiIt5UxunEjh3apeqqHk7xde11MJI_8KIt038kLxgs4OrTFJWB6fzC9XanO76CgfWsFedFcPcLcrRdtKlomL1LIxTNpnkfUjnsLPoEq7r_BcdlOV5RALwKO2HjbeqaECSJJF2Lt&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100052540550123&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXyJ4Hjodl04OM8laIBlSyNbgYd4xqM7bByKyBsFrC5vn9S0K5CxfKXGKrcb2lu9uoU1aUlY2mOhhRvCk2ty6o6Dqtb5LB6pGHF2EvObu8XGJtTtARPQTHOUcGD05wyb5TofPGi6BD0MplF1ur7Ti-LYDOmbqL78xNQI41wCpwRDDSV2dMsIK5My6xPnNrNhgzDfWVnYbQnhsIBeK-2Aly8POYZY4Zy4oq7rnGU3uhwpg&__tn__=-%5DK-y-R
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Zeke Pippin 8:30 pm, Sauce on 
Danforth, 1376 Danforth Ave., Toronto 
 
 
Saturday, January 25, 2025 
 
Jack de Keyzer Band 8:00 pm, 
Heartwood Concert Hall, 939 2nd Ave 
E, Owen Sound 
Albert Lee 8:00 pm to 10:30 pm, 
Hugh’s Room Live, 296 Broadview, 
Toronto, $79 
 
 
Sunday, January 26, 2025 
 
Jimmy’s Juke Joint – Jim Casson 
w/ guests Marshall Dane & Rich 
Moore 2:00 pm to 4:30 pm, Bourbon 
& Baco, 111 Hwy 20 East, Fonthill, 
(289) 646-2226 
Sunday Afternoon Blues w/ Little 
Magic Sam 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm, 
Rivoli, 334 Queen St W, Toronto 
The Swingin’ Blackjacks 3:00 pm to 
6:00 pm, Smokeshow BBQ and Brew, 
744 Mt Pleasant Rd, Toronto, 
416-901-7469, $15.00 
Rocky Verweel and Queen City 
Blues 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm, Smoke-
show BBQ and Brew, 744 Mt Pleasant 
Rd, Toronto, 416-901-7469, Live horn 
driven  Blues and R&B ., Tip Jar 
Ken Yoshioka 9:00 pm, Grossman’s 
Tavern, 377 Spadina Ave., Toronto, 
(416) 977-7000, Blues jam, PWYC 
 
 
Thursday, January 30, 2025 
 
Grant Lyle – Acoustic Blues 6:30 
pm to 8:00 pm, Barrie Public Library 
Downtown, 60 Worsley St., Barrie, 
(705) 728-1010, presented by The 
February Blues XXV - A Barrie 
Winterfest Partner (This is a FREE, All 
Ages Event), FREE 
Grant Lyle – Acoustic Blues 8:00 
pm to 10:00 pm, Barrie Public Library 
Downtown, 60 Worsley St., Barrie, 
(705) 728-1010, presented by The 
February Blues XXV - A Barrie 
Winterfest Partner (This is a FREE, All 
Ages Event), FREE 
 
 
Friday, January 31, 2025 
 
Zeke Pippin 8:30 pm, Sauce on 
Danforth, 1376 Danforth Ave., Toronto 
 
 
Saturday, February 1, 2025 
 
Doctor Nick and the Rollercoasters 
2:00 pm to 4:30 pm, Rex Jazz and 
Blues Bar, 194 Queen St W., Toronto 
Garnetta’s Sweet Saturday Open 
Jam 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm, Corktown 
Pub, 175 Young St, Hamilton 
Garnetta’s Sweet Saturday Open 
Jam 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm, Corktown 
Pub, 175 Young St, Hamilton, All 
musicians & singers are welcomed!  
Great place, great food, great people 
and great music!! 
 
 

Wednesday, January 1, 2025 
 
The Mighty Duck Blues Band with 
Chuck Jackson 2:30 pm to 6:30 pm, 
Jo Blos Rock and Wok, 2 Pelham Rd 
(@ St. Paul St. W.), St. Catharines, 
905-685-8280, New Years Day 
Hangover Party Ticket info: http://
www.mightyduckbluesband.com, 
$10.00 
30th Annual New Year’s Day Bash, 
feat. Jack de Keyzer 4:00 pm, Polish 
Hall Brantford, 154 Pearl St., 
Brantford, 519-753-0414, $25 
 
 
Friday, January 3, 2025 
 
The Swingin’ Blackjacks 7:00 pm to 
10:00 pm, Old Flame Brewing Co., 
135 Perry Street, Port Perry, 
289-485-2739, Hi-Octane Rockabilly & 
Roadhouse Blues, Free Event 
Isaak Bonk 8:00 pm to 10:00 pm, 
Sauce on Danforth, 1376 Danforth 
Ave., Toronto 
Jesse Karwat & The Coin Collection 
9:00 pm to 11:30 pm, Function Bar, 
2291 Yonge Street, Toronto, ON, 
416-440-4007, Jesse Karwat & The 
Coin Collection (Manny DeGrandis & 
Graham Shaw) 
 
 
Saturday, January 4, 2025 
 
Garnetta’s Sweet Saturday Open 
Jam 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm, Corktown 
Pub, 175 Young St, Hamilton 
The Dirty Sweet Band 8:00 pm to 
11:30 pm, Grossman’s Tavern, 377 
Spadina Ave., Toronto, (416) 
977-7000 
 
 
Sunday, January 5, 2025 
 
Broke Fuse one-man blues band 
2:00 pm to 5:00 pm, Common Good 
Beer Co., 475 Ellesmere Rd., 
Scarborough, 416-639-6579 
Garnetta Cromwell & DaGroovmas-
ters 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm, Port Dover 
Legion # 158, 212 Market Street, Port 
Dover, ON, (519) 583-2001, Sunday 
Matinee w Garnetta Cromwell & 
DaGroovmasters 
Jimmy’s Juke Joint – Jim Casson 
w/ guests Michael Wainwright& 
Rich Moore 2:00 pm to 4:30 pm, 
Bourbon & Baco, 111 Hwy 20 East, 
Fonthill, (289) 646-2226 
 
 
Tuesday, January 7, 2025 
 
Julian Fauth 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm, 
Sauce on Danforth, 1376 Danforth 
Ave., Toronto 
 
 

Friday, January 10, 2025 
 
Jack de Keyzer 7:30 pm, Old Town 
Hall, 460 Botsford St., Newmarket, 
$40 
Zeke Pippin 8:30 pm, Sauce on 
Danforth, 1376 Danforth Ave., Toronto 
The Fraser Melvin Band 10:00 pm, 
Cameron House, 408 Queen St W, 
Toronto 
 
 
Sunday, January 12, 2025 
 
Red Hot Ramble 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm, 
Drom Taberna, 458 Queen St. W, 
Toronto 
Jimmy’s Juke Joint – Jim Casson 
w/ guests Chris Chambers & Steve 
Pelletier 2:00 pm to 4:30 pm, 
Bourbon & Baco, 111 Hwy 20 East, 
Fonthill, (289) 646-2226 
Sunday Afternoon Blues w/ Little 
Magic Sam 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm, 
Rivoli, 334 Queen St W, Toronto 
 
 
Tuesday, January 14, 2025 
 
Julian Fauth 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm, 
Sauce on Danforth, 1376 Danforth 
Ave., Toronto 
 
 
Friday, January 17, 2025 
 
Jack de Keyzer Band, wsg Spencer 
Mackenzie (2 nights) 7:00 pm to 
11:00 pm, Blues at the Cove – The 
Cove Inn, 2 Bedford St, Westport, 
(613) 273-3636, Dinner & Show, $90 
Zeke Pippin 8:30 pm, Sauce on 
Danforth, 1376 Danforth Ave., Toronto 
 
 
Saturday, January 18, 2025 
 
The Mighty Duck Blues Band with 
Jerome Godboo 2:30 pm to 6:30 pm, 
Jo Blos Rock and Wok, 2 Pelham Rd 
(@ St. Paul St. W.), St. Catharines, 
905-685-8280, $10.00 
Jack de Keyzer Band, wsg Spencer 
Mackenzie (2 nights) 7:00 pm to 
11:00 pm, Blues at the Cove – The 
Cove Inn, 2 Bedford St, Westport, 
(613) 273-3636, Dinner & Show, $90 
 
 
Sunday, January 19, 2025 
 
Ken Yoshioka & Julian Fauth 2:00 
pm to 5:00 pm, Shacklands Brewing, 
100 Symes Rd #101, Toronto, 
416-763-2424, PWYC 
The Gary Kendall Trio featuring 
Teddy Leonard & Tyler Burgess 
3:00 pm to 6:00 pm, Castro’s Lounge, 
2116 Queen St E, Toronto, (416) 
699-8272, PWUC 
 
 
Friday, January 24, 2025 
 
Quisha Wint & Friends R&B and 
Motown Hits 8:00 pm to 10:00 pm, 
Hugh’s Room Live, 296 Broadview, 
Toronto 

Sunday, February 2, 2025 
 
Broke Fuse one-man blues band 
2:00 pm to 5:00 pm, Common Good 
Beer Co., 475 Ellesmere Rd., 
Scarborough, 416-639-6579 
 
 
Thursday, February 6, 2025 
 
Trombone Charlotte 8:00 pm to 
10:00 pm, Sauce on Danforth, 1376 
Danforth Ave., Toronto 
 
 
Saturday, February 8, 2025 
 
Garnetta Cromwell & DaGroovmas-
ters 8:00 pm to 11:00 pm, Harbour St. 
Fish Bar, 10 Keith Ave., Collingwood, 
705-293-3474 
The Swingin’ Blackjacks 9:30 pm, 
Noonan’s Irish Pub, 141 Danforth Ave, 
Toronto ON, 416 778 1804, Hi-Octane 
Rockabilly & Roadhouse Blues, Free 
Event 
 
 
Sunday, February 9, 2025 
 
Red Hot Ramble 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm, 
Drom Taberna, 458 Queen St. W, 
Toronto 
 
 
Friday, February 14, 2025 
 
Zeke Pippin 8:30 pm, Sauce on 
Danforth, 1376 Danforth Ave., Toronto 
 
 
Sunday, February 16, 2025 
 
Ken Yoshioka & Julian Fauth 2:00 
pm to 5:00 pm, Shacklands Brewing, 
100 Symes Rd #101, Toronto, 
416-763-2424, PWYC 
 
 
Friday, February 21, 2025 
 
Zeke Pippin 8:30 pm, Sauce on 
Danforth, 1376 Danforth Ave., Toronto 
 
 
Saturday, February 22, 2025 
 
Garnetta Cromwell & DaGroovmas-
ters 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm, Erie # 149 
Masonic Lodge, Port Dover ON, 425 
Main Street, Port Dover, Ontario, 
519-427-8649, Saturday matinee in 
Port Dover, ON 
 
 
Sunday, February 23, 2025 
 
Rocky Verweel and Queen City 
Blues 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm, Smoke-
show BBQ and Brew, 744 Mt Pleasant 
Rd, Toronto, 416-901-7469, Horn 
driven Blues and R&B, Tip Jar 
Ken Yoshioka 9:00 pm, Grossman’s 
Tavern, 377 Spadina Ave., Toronto, 
(416) 977-7000, Blues jam, PWYC 
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25 YEARS of making sure the BLUES get heard

www.thatericalper.com

eric@thatericalper.com
647.971.3742

Award-winning Canadian
Music Publicity

@sf_publicity @sarahfrenchpublicity

www.sarahfrenchpublicity.com

Blast Toronto
Igniting the Live Music Scene

Facebook- Blast Toronto
Instagram- Blast_Toronto
Www.blasttoronto.com

www.long-mcquade.com

Sales / Rentals / Repairs / Print Music / Lessons / In-Store Financing

Where the
Music
Begins

8 locations in the GTA, including 925 Bloor St. W. Toronto, 416.588.7886

CBC Radio (National)
Saturday Night Blues, w/ Holger 
Petersen 
Saturday at 6:05pm + online at CBC 
Music
Listen on demand HERE

JAZZ-FM 91.1 (Toronto)
Bluz FM, w/ Danny Marks 
Saturday 8:00 pm-midnight
Listen link at https://jazzfm91.streamb.online/
JAZZFM91-CJRT-FM-3681370880/streamb-
popup

CIUT 89.5 FM - U of T (Toronto)
Calling All Blues, w/rotating 
hosts Sugar Brown, Brooke 
Blackburn, and Blues Doctor 
Julie (Saturday 12:00 Noon)
A to Z Blues, w/ Screamin’ Red (Tuesday 8:00-
9:00pm)
Listen link at https://ciut.fm/ 
 
CKWR 98.5 FM (Kitchener)
Old Chicago Blues, w/ Willy A. 
Saturday 12:30pm - 2:00pm 
Listen link www.ckwr.com

CJLX 91.3 FM - Loyalist College (Belleville)
Saturday Night Blues Review, w/ George 
Vaughan
Saturday 6-7pm 
Listen at https://91x.fm/

WBFO 88.7FM (Buffalo) 
The Blues on WBFO  
Saturdays 7-11pm w/ Pat Fedballe
Sundays 7pm-Midnight w/ Tommy ‘Z’ 
Listen at https://www.wbfo.org/show/the-blues-
on-wbfo

CKCU 93.1FM - Carleton University (Ottawa)
Black and Blues, w/ John Tackaberry
Sunday 9-11pm
Listen at https://cod.ckcufm.com/programs/38/
info.html

CFRU 93.3 FM - University of Guelph
Blues Around The Block, w/ Mac Dee
Monday 7-9:00 pm
Listen at https://www.cfru.ca

CKAR Hunter’s Bay 88.7 FM (Muskoka)
Big Beat Bar-B-Cue Radio Show, w/ Matt Allen
Tuesday Midnight - 2:00am
Sundays 10am to 12 Noon
Listen at https://muskokaradio.com/show/
bigbeatbar-b-cue

INDI 1015 FM (formerly Mohawk College 
station, Hamilton)
Blues Source Canada, w/ Ken 
Wallis (Tuesdays, 4-5pm) 
Blues Source 
International (Tuesdays, 5-6pm) 
Listen link at https://indi1015.ca/

·	 BSC re-airs Thursday at 8, Friday at 10pm, 
Saturday at 7.30pm, and Monday at 6am 

·	 BSI airs Friday at 6pm/Saturday 2pm/
Monday 4am ET

CFMU 99.3 FM - McMaster Campus 
(Hamilton)
Swear to tell the truth,  
w/ Chris M. Compton 
Tuesday 10am 
Listen at https://cfmu.ca/
shows/31-swear-to-tell-the-truth

CANOE FM 100.9 FM (Haliburton)
Buckslide Blues Cruise w/ Rich Anton   
Tuesday 7-9pm
https://canoefm.com/listen/ways-to-listen

CFBU 103.7 FM - Brock University (St. 
Catharines)
Eclectic Blues, w/ Deborah Cartmer
Tuesday 7-9 pm
Listen at https://www.cfbu.ca/

COUNTYFM 99.3 (Picton)
Sideroads, w/ Ben Parkin and Greg Hinde 
Tuesday 8-10pm  
Listen at https://993countyfm.ca/show/
sideroads/

CFMU 99.3 FM - McMaster Campus 
(Hamilton)
Breakfast of Champions, w/ Paul Panchezak
Thursday 10am 
Listen at https://cfmu.ca/

CFFF 92.7 FM (Peterborough)
Blues Themes, delivered by  
“The Milkman” Blake Frazer 
Thursday 9-10:30pm
Listen at http://www.trentradio.ca/

Ici Musique 90.3 FM (National)
Le Blues du terrien, with François Lemay
Friday 8pm (replay Thurs 10pm) 
Listen at https://ici.radio-canada.ca/ohdio/
musique/emissions/6005/lebluesduterrien

ATC Blues
At The Crossroads w/ Brant Zwicker
Also syndicated on stations across the continent
Listen at https://www.atcblues.ca/listen-now

CKRL 89.1 (Quebec City) 
Rue d’Auteuil, w/ Jacques Dulac 
Friday 8 – 10pm
Live on the web on: https://www.ckrl.qc.ca

CKUT FM 90.3 (Montreal)
Cha Cha Cha In Blue w/John Detcheverry 
Sundays 9-11pm http://www.ckut.ca

Concerts of Note

Many thanks to Lynn Boucher, Betty Jackson, Lena Kim, and Mike Nicker-
son for their help at the Women's Blues Revue. Many thanks as well to Lena 

Kim for her help with the Newsletter mailing.

Quisha Wint & Friends R&B and Motown Hits | Hugh’s 
Room Live | Toronto | January 24, 2025 
Albert Lee | Hugh’s Room Live | Toronto | January 25 
Anthony Gomes | El Mocambo | Toronto | March 22, 2025 
Wicked Grin w/Larry Kurtz, Gail Gunnis and The Dirty 
Roosters opening | Goodwood Community Centre | 
Goodwood | April 5, 2025 
Harry Manx | Hugh’s Room Live | Toronto | April 9, 2025 
Anthony Gomes with Voodoo Pawn Shop opening | 
Goodwood Community Centre | Goodwood | May 17
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