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Welcome to the annual meeting of the blues minds in Canada, the eleventh edition of a
Toronto based "showcase event" with dollops of professional development on the side.

This is not a normal year. We have seen “normal” get redefined and the “new normal”
isn’t like the good old days. Some talent is certainly as good as old, and gold. We also
have discovery on the agenda at the 2024 BS11. Ever seen Garret T. Willie? Or Brock
Stonefish? We welcome those Indigenous brothers to the weekend and hope you learn
about them. Big congratulations also to Crystal Shawanda, the first recipient of the
Maple Blues Award for Indigenous Artist of the Year.

Did you know Son of Dave was in the Crash Test Dummies? Did you know that Bobby Dean
Blackburn used to have a steady at the Zanzibar? Did you know Garnetta Cromwell is a
champion weightlifter? Did you know that Camilo Restrepo is originally from Medellin?
Did you know that Brandon Isaac just got married! Did you know that Suzie Vinnick can
now speak Ukrainian? We have so much to learn from each other and that is why we
getting together.

And of course we want everyone to get gigs! Yes we are the tiniest music industry
conference in Canada, shining light on the blues and “hitting above our weight”. But it
isn’t easy. The scene is struggling. You will not see the LImestone Blues Festival at BS11,
nor the North Bay Blues Festival, they are amongst numerous folks missing from the
delegate pool!

We do have a lot of good people however and we are going to make the most of what we
have put together. I tip my hat to TBS colleagues Manny DeGrandis and Lucie Dufault
who have hauled some heavy weight into this weekend. It has been a bumpy road. Let’s
ride this road forward into the future and make some good things happen…

- Derek Andrews, President, Toronto Blues Society.
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Registration Desk Open 
10:00am-8:00pm in the Gerrard Room

PANEL | Doctor Julie Hill, Holger Petersen, Brant Zwicker,
Ken Stower, Sarah French & Mark Stenzler
11:00am  - 12:00pm in the Seymour Room
Sponsored by Long & Mcquade 

PANEL | Ori Dagan & Sarah French
12:00pm - 1:00pm in the Seymour Room
Sponsored by Long & McQuade

B2B SPEED PITCH    
1:00pm - 3:00pm in the Churchill Ballroom
*invitation required*
Afternoon Showcase Performances
4:00pm-6:00pm in the Churchill Ballroom

Evening Showcase Performances
8:00pm-12:00am in the Churchill Ballroom

Sunday, February 11th

Registration Desk Open 
10:00am-2:00pm in the Gerrard Room
Festival Rendezvous
11:00am-12:30pm in the Seymour Room

Registration Desk Open 
10:00am-8:00pm in the Gerrard Room

PANEL | Cat Bird, Emma Barnett & Christy DeFelice
 11:00 am - 12:00pm in the Seymour Room

PANEL | Holger Petersen Interviewing Brant Zwicker
 11:00 am - 12:00pm in the Stevenson Room

PANEL | Jordan Percival & Andrew Karis
 12:30 am - 1:30pm in the Seymour Room

PANEL | Bobby-Dean & Brooke Blackburn
 12:30 am - 1:30pm in the Stevenson Room
All Panels Are Sponsored by Long & McQuade

B2B SPEED PITCH 
 2:30pm - 4:30pm in the Churchill Ballroom
*invitation required*
Evening Showcase Performances
8:00pm-12:00am in the Churchill Ballroom
Sponsored by Lighthouse Blues Festival 

Saturday, February 10th

Friday, February 9th
Registration Desk Open 
11:00am-8:00pm  in the  Gerrard Room

Opening Reception 
 4:00pm-6:00pm  In the Churchill Ballroom
sponsored by Stony Plain 

Evening Showcase Performances
8:00pm-12:00am  in the Churchill Ballroom

Monday, February 12th

Wha t ' s  Hap p e n i n g



S H O W C A S ES H O W C A S E
F r i d a y

Bobby Dean Blackburn

5:15 pm
The Maple Blues Band

8:00 pm
Ken Whiteley The Tone Wheels

9:00 pm
Son of Dave

Dan McKinnon

9:30 pm 10:00 pm
Jake Chisholm

10:30 pm
Kenny Blues Boss

Wayne

11:00 pm
Bywater Call Angelina Hunter Trio



S H O W C A S ES H O W C A S E
S a t u r d a y

S P O N S O R E D  B Y  L I G H T H O U S E  B L U E S  F E S T I V A L

Derek Falls Band

8:30 pm

Michael Jerome Browne

9:00 pm

Miss Emily 

9:30 pm
Glenn Marais &
The Mojo Train

The Sugar Darlings

11:00 pm 11:30 pm

Angelique Francis Garnetta Cromwell &
DaGroovemasters

The Brandon Isaak Trilogy



S H O W C A S ES H O W C A S E
S u n d a y

Camilo Restrepo Sean Pinchin Po’Boy Jeffreys Brock Stonefish

Isaak Bonk Raoul & The Big Time Dawn Tyler Watson Sugar Brown

Suzie Vinnick Shakura S’Aida Garret T. Willie The Blackburn Brothers
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Bobby-Dean Blackburn

F u l l  C o n f e r e n c e  S c h e d u l e

4:00pm 5:15pm The Maple BLues Band

8:00pm Ken Whiteley 8:30pm The Tone Wheels

9:00pm Son of Dave 9:30pm Dan McKinnon

Jake Chisholm10:00pm 10:30pm Kenny ‘Blues Boss’ Wayne

11:00pm Bywater Call Angelina Hunter Trio11:30am

11:00am-8:00pm Registration Desk Opens in the Gerrard Room

4:00pm-6:00pm Opening Reception With Keynote Address in the
Churchill Ballroom

11:00am-12:00pm

10:00am-8:00pm Registration Desk Opens in the Gerrard Room

Panel

Panel

Panel

11:00am-12:00pm

12:30am-1:30pm

12:30am-1:30pm

Blues Booster Interview:
Holger Petersen & Brant

Zwicker

How to Make Best Of Digital
Revenue: Jordan Percival &

Andrew Karis

10:00am-2:00pm Registration Desk Opens in the Gerrard Room

11:00am-12:30pm Festival Rendezvous Seymour Room
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M O N D A Y

8:00pm-12:00am Evening Showcases

10:00am-8:00pm Registration Desk Opens in the Gerrard Room

8:00pm Isaak Bonk 8:30pm Raoul & the Big Time

Dawn Tyler Watson9:00pm 9:30pm

Shakura S’Aida10:00pm Suzie Vinnick 10:30pm

Sugar Brown

S U N D A Y

Seymour Room
Cat Bird, Emma Barnett  &

Christy DeFelice

Stevenson Room

Seymour Room

Blues in Canada Then & Now:
Bobby-Dean & Brooke

Blackburn
Stevenson RoomPanel

2:30am-4:30pm

Evening Showcases  Churchill
Ballroom8:00pm-12:00am

Derek Falls Band8:00pm Michael Jerome Browne

9:00pm Glenn Marais & The Mojo
Train

9:30pm

10:00pm The Sugar Darlings 10:30pm Angelique Francis

Garnetta Cromwell &
DaGroovemasters

11:00pm 11:30pm The Brandon Isaak Trilogy

Miss Emily

8:30pm

11:00am-12:00pm Panel

Panel12:00pm-1:00pm Making the Best of Social Media: 
Ori Dagan & Sarah French
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Radio Broadcasting-Blues Radio in 2024:
Doctor Julie Hill, Holger

Petersen, Brant Zwicker, Ken
Stower, Sarah French & Mark

Stenzler

B2B Speed Pitch
**Invitation Required**

4:00pm-6:00pm

Seymour Room
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11:00pm 11:30pmGarret T. Willie The Blackburn Brothers
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Cindy McLeod, Producer and Artistic Director, is a founder of the Calgary International
Blues Festival. The event, which has grown to one of the largest in Western Canada,
celebrates its 20th Anniversary this year! Creating unique programming is one of the
features of the festival, with the Singing the Blues Vocal Camp, the Walk Through Blues
History Series, and her creation of one of the largest digital libraries of the blues, CBTV.

 Cindy is a jazz vocal recording artist. For over 45 years she’s traveled in Canada and
around the globe, performing and/or recording with Canadian jazz notables Tommy
Banks, Hugh Fraser, P.J. Perry, Bob Erlendson, and Kent Sangster, as well as international
artists such as Keith Copeland (US), Stephen O'Connor (US), Steve York (UK), Quyen Van
Minh (Vietnam), Victor Mestas (Venezuela) and Roberto Aymes (Mexico), to name a few. She's
released three full length CDs, Easy Living, Ask Me Now and Conversation With Love, and
has written lyrics for jazz instrumentals penned by the masters and in collaborations
with composers from Canada, Mexico and Venezuela.

 McLeod's writing credits include her 5 year stint penning articles for her Jazz Elements
blog, as contributor to Jazz Review, ejazznews, Jazz News and the Maple Blues newsletter,
among her many credits. She writes copy for radio, print and other advertising and
promotional items, as well as for artist packages and reviews. The prestigious Canadian
Music Institute of the University of Toronto published Cindy's article featuring Canadian
trumpeter Maynard Ferguson. As a publicist, Cindy has been contracted by numerous
artists and by organizations such as Alliance Francaise, Universal Records, and the
Canadian Music Centre, Prairie Region.

 Cindy produces major concerts in Calgary and contracts her services to other presenters.
Her voice-over work can be heard on several radio and television advertisements, while
she's an in-demand emcee. The host of The Blues Witness radio program, Cindy’s program
can be heard weekly at CJSW Radio 90.9FM in Calgary, online at www.cjsw.com or at
www.bluesandrootsradio.com, and on numerous podcast platforms.

 A recognized leader in Canadian music, Cindy has/is a jury member for the WCMA, ECMA, PEI
Awards, JUNO, Harvard, FACTOR, IBC, and the Mayor's Arts Awards (Calgary). Her Board
work includes Calgary Blues Music Association, Jazz Is Society of Alberta, JazzYYC, the
Alberta Music Industry Association, PAL Calgary, and the Arts Touring Alliance of Alberta.

 In 2019, Cindy received the Industry Person of the Year Award for Calgary's YYC Music
Awards, the prestigious Maple Blues Booster of the Year Award (2021), and in 2022, the
Rhoda Taylor Award for outstanding contributions to the arts in the province of Alberta.

 Cindy McLeod
Calgary Blues Festival  |  August 3rd-6th  |  Calgary, AB



Rick & Marilyn Clarke
Lighthouse Blues Festival  |  July 12th - 14th 2024  |  Bruce County Blues Society |
Kincardine, ON

Rick & Marilyn Clarke are long time blues fans, starting out as Executive members of the
London Chapter of the Canada South Blues Society in the late 1990’s, then founding
members of the Great Lakes Blues Society and when they retired to Kincardine ON 18 years
ago, they became founding members of the Bruce County Blues Society. Marilyn is its
President. In 2010 they organized the first Lighthouse Blues Festival and today it
continues as one of Ontario’s Top 100 Festival and Events. Rick & Marilyn Productions
presents touring blues artists at several shows at The Bruce throughout the year, where
Rick is also its Entertainment Manager. Both retired school principals, they introduced
Blues in the Schools programs to Bruce County 16 years ago and are strong supporters of
emerging talent, providing numerous performance opportunities for young artists at
their shows.

Dee Blue
Seismic Blues Music  |  Year Round  |  London, ON

My name is Dee Blue and I’m the owner of Seismic Blues Music. Why Seismic you ask? Just like an
earthquake, music moves me. …the Blues in particular! Our motto, ‘Bringing musicians and
audiences together’ is our goal. I’m a newcomer to the industry, prompted by a void in our music
communities of St. Thomas/London, ON.
 
I’m proud of and believe in our Canadian Blues Artists. Seismic Blues Music brings award-winning
bands to St. Thomas, ON as part of our Sunday Afternoon Blues Series in the spring and fall of
2024.

Jeff and Vanessa’s desire to share the music they love with everyone motivates them to
continue discovering new talent worldwide. After retiring as an ironworker and
successful business owner, Jeff became the catalyst for creating a much-needed free, blues-
influenced music festival in Omaha, Nebraska, USA. Since Playing with Fire's inception in
2004, he has produced various music events for fundraising and private functions in
Nebraska, California, and Florida. Jeff discovered the Canadian blues scene while
attending the 2005 TBS Summit. He has since created a pipeline of Canadian musicians
contributing to his music productions. At least half of Playing with Fire (PwF) artists have
come from Canada. Vanessa joined Jeff in producing PwF and many other music events after
a career in the health and wellness industry and seven years as the volunteer coordinator
of the Blues Society of Omaha and PwF. Her passion for organizing was a great fit with
Jeff’s continued desire to bring great music to people. PwF 2024 is the landmark 20th
anniversary, presenting FREE summer concerts that build and engage communities through
the power of music while supporting other non-profit organizations, particularly the
KTBA award-winning BluesEd youth artist program in Omaha. When not organizing and
producing events, Jeff and Vanessa enjoy traveling and discovering new talent, healthy
living, good food, and great wine. 

Jeff Davis & Vanessa Marie 
Playing With Fire  |  July 12th -14th  | Omaha, NE

Rui Guerreiro & Dúlio Canário
Associação BB Blues  |  April 4th-6th  | Lisbon, Portugal

In 2012 they started the BB Blues Fest in Baixa da Banheira, which grows every year and gets
more and more visitors becoming now for 5 years a EBC awarding festival.
As natural consequence of BB Blues Fest, In 2013 they created the first Blues Association in
Portugal which runs a variety of blues activities and promote the Blues across the hole
country:
A monthly blues night since 2014 at the Auditorium in Baixa de Banheira a small village near
Lisbon.
The American Corners shows in different Universities in Portugal & This is America event, in
partnership with the American Embassy and the Portuguese-American Commerce Chamber.
Since 2016 they are responsible for the local process of election of the Band that represents
Portugal in the European Blues Challenge. Since 2022 this process has evolute in to the
Portugal Blues Challenge with a live final.
Apart from given support and being a source of inspiration for many other Blues Fest in
Portugal, they have become recently executive producers of 3 more Festivals in Portugal
(Festival de Blues da Guarda, Azeitão Blues Experience and Horned Snake Blues Fest in
Portalegre), and more are on the plan!
They are a Blues Foundation Affiliated.

Main activities:
BB Blues Fest (June 2024)
Festival de Blues da Guarda (August 2024)
Azeitão Blues Experience (August 2024)
Blues Nights by BBBF (several TBA)
Praça com Todos - Lisbon (last Sunday of the month from April to June)
Portugal Blues Challenge (October 2024)
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Kevin Tobin is the current Artistic Director of the Salmon Arm Folk Music Society. Previously,
he was the Artistic Director and General Manager of the Saskatchewan Jazz Festival. He is an
artistic programming professional with over 20 years experience working in the non-profit
creative cultural industry specializing in all aspects of event management including artistic
program development, community partnership engagement, education and outreach program
development, artist contract negotiation, event production, strategic planning, volunteer
management, sponsor negotiation, and board relations. He has developed and implemented
effective programming and event management strategies to achieve organizations’ artistic,
financial, sponsor, stakeholder, and community engagement goals and objectives.

Kevin Tobin
Salmon Arm Roots & Blues  |  July 26th-28th  |  Salmon Arm, BC

James Jones
Zapp Productions  |  Year Round  |  Killaloe, ON

Since 1991 Zapp! Productions has independently presented 100's of Blues shows in both theatres
and bars, presenting Canadian artists as opening acts and headliners. With concerts being put
on hold, James partnered with Jimmy Bowskill (SheepDogs, Blue Rodeo) and opened Ganaraska
Recording Co. in Cobourg, a full service recording studio modelled after Chess and Sun
Records. Analogue and Digital, house band and writing team on site. Looking forward to
finding creative ways of working with recording and touring Blues Bands and artists.
Website's zapp-productions.com and ganaraskarecordingco.com

Claude Cloutier 
Kitchener Blues Festival  |  August 8th-11th  |  Kitchener, ON

Claude Cloutier is the Artistic Director of the TD Kitchener Blues Festival and has been involved
since 2007. Claude is also one of the founding members of the Grand River Blues Society and Vice
President. The GRBS was established in 2003. Claude started his blues Odessey in 1999, when he
established Blues On The East Side, an annual fundraising concert in support of Community Living
Cambridge. This annual event was held for 13 years. Claude was also one of the founding members
of the Mill Race Folk Festival in Cambridge and was Vice President fo 10 years. Claude is currently a
Program Manager at Community Living Cambridge and has been with the agency since 1986.

Gabor Szepesi
Wasaga Beach Blues Festival  |  September 13th-15th  |  Wasaga Beach, ON

Gabor Szepesi has made music his priority for the last 40 years. He started playing in bands in 1968
and spent the summer of 1969 as part of the house band at the Dardanella in Wasaga Beach. Gabor
then went on to play with dozens of great local bands including: Bloodstone, Justin Paige, Lenny
Solomon, Grant Smith, Sweet Blindness, Wayne Buttery & the Groove Project and more. In
addition to being a musician, Gabor was also the founder and president of PA+. The company, a
provider of world class audio equipment, quickly became the preferred supplier for Toronto’s top
live venues including Massey Hall, Roy Thompson Hall, The Sony Centre and Harbourfront. PA+
had house sound systems in: The Jarvis House, Lee’s Palace, The Diamond Club, Rock N’ Roll Heaven,
RPM and The Warehouse. In 2015 Gabor settled in Wasaga Beach and was asked to consult on the
production RFP’s for Stonebridge Wasaga Beach Blues, working with Wayne Buttery to
coordinate festival logistics. This year, Gabor steps into the Artistic Director shoes for
Stonebridge Wasaga Beach Blues. In his hands we are sure to celebrate our 10th Anniversary in
style.

Kathy Mulgrew
Wasaga Beach Blues Festival |  September 13th-15th   |  Wasaga Beach, ON
Executive Director of Stonebridge Wasaga Beach Blues.

Larry Kurtz & Norma Bailey
Orangeville Blues & Jazz Festival  |  May 31 - June 2nd |  Orangeville, ON

Larry is the Founder/Artistic Director of the award winning Orangeville Blues & Jazz Festival.
The festival has been names one of the Top 100 Festival & Events in Ontario 7 times. This is a not
for profit organization with close to 200 dedicated volunteers. Larry is an accomplished
harmonica player, singer/songwriter who fronts his own blues band "Larry Kurtz & the
Lawbreakers." He was honoured in 2016 to receive a Maple Blues Award for the Blues Booster
Of The Year. 

Yannick is the founder in 2006 the Donnacona Blues Festival, and he’s the programming and
artistic director. Also, Yannick is a bass player for many artists, he did a lot of tours in Canada
and Europe.

Yannick Lambert & Stephani Dube
Donnacona Blues Festival  |  July 31 - August 4th  |  Quebec City, QC

http://zapp-productions.com/
http://ganaraskarecordingco.com/
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Bill King’s recording career began in 1965 with a cover of jazz great Bobby Timmons’s Moanin’ by
the southern band, The Chateaus. King arranged and played piano on the top 50 Billboard hit. 
Throughout his career, King has music directed such luminaries—Janis Joplin, Linda Ronstadt,
Martha Reeves, The Pointer Sisters, Craig Russell etc. Major galas, The Directors Guild Awards,
SOCAN Awards, CBC Sounds of the Season, Canadian Film Centre Tribute to filmmaker Norman
Jewison, and the past eight seasons, The Children’s Aid Gala. 
King arrived in Canada in 1969 and scored a record deal with legendary producers Jack
Richardson and Bob Ezrin, and released Every Living Thing by Homestead. Then came two solo
projects for Capitol Records—Goodbye Superdad and Dixie Peach. Through the years, King
nominated three times for Juno’s, won New Artist of the Year with his Rockit 88 Band at the
Maple Blues Awards, two-time Producer and Photographer of the Year from the National Jazz
Awards—four nominations for International Jazz Journalist of the Year, and twice nominated
for Jazz Photo of the Year by the International Jazz Journalist Association. The city of
Jeffersonville, Indiana, a shipbuilding area, cited King as a Commodore of the Port for his
international contribution to the arts. 

King’s career in radio began at Q-107 in 1985, eventually building a national network, The Jazz
Report Radio Network 1988-91, heard in 26 Canadian cities. Currently, King hosts the Bill King
Show Saturdays 1 PM/Tuesdays 9PM @ CIUT 89.5FM/Spotify with son Jesse King, Gloria Martin
and Jessica Bellamy. This along with a decade at Newstalk 1010 with Ted Woloshyn and seven
plus years at Jazz.FM91. Director of Strategies and Engagement for Sing! Toronto’s
International Vocal Arts A cappella Festival and Artistic Director of the Redwood Theatre in
Toronto. 
King published the Jazz Report Magazine 1988-2006 and was a founder and artistic director of
the Beaches International Jazz Festival 32 years, since inception in 1988. King published four
books of concert and two of concert photography 

Bill King 
Redwood Theatre |  Year Round  |  Toronto, ON

Lori Murray has had a lifelong passion for live music, so becoming a concert promoter with her
husband Paul in 2009, was a dream come true. Over the course of 10 seasons and 100 shows, Lori
has brought the Blues to Durham Region and they have loved every note. The Bands that have
performed in Music By The Bay Live venues have loved it too. Many musicians continue to return
for repeat, sold-out performances. 

Now in her seventh year on the Board of the Toronto Blues Society, Lori Murray loves what she
does and the people with whom she does it. Bringing live music to the residents of her community,
creating an opportunity for these great bands to be heard and working with the Toronto Blues
Society makes her work in the music industry a labour of love. 

Lori Murray
Music By The Bay  |  Year Round  |  Uxbridge, ON

Brian Slack
Tremblant Intl Blues  |  July 12th-17th  |  Mont Tremblant, QC

the person behind the company Zeb Productions since 1997 which is involved heavily in the
independent music scene representing premier blues, jazz and roots artists across Canada and
abroad. Producer for some popular concept shows such as Guitar Explosion and Les Grandes
Dames du Blues. Also programmed the popular Tuesday night Blues Series at Bourbon Street West
for 15 years.
Brian is a founding member and the Vice President of the Montreal Blues Society since 1998. 
He is also an artistic director for many festivals such as Trois-Rivieres en Blues Festival, Festival
de Blues de Joliette, Festival de Blues Eldorado in Val d’Or, Au Son du Moulin Blues et Gin in
Bécancour, Tremblant International Blues Festival and the Festival Jazz & Blues de Saguenay. 

Stan Budgell
Saskatoon Blues Festival  |  February 23rd - 24th & March1st - 2nd  |  
Saskatoon, SK

Volunteer Artistic Director for the Saskatoon Blues Society and the Saskatoon Winter Blues
Festival for the last seven years and a general volunteer for several years prior to that. An
enthusiastic fan of blues music since my teens and has even taken a stab or two at playing it, to
no avail. The Saskatoon Blues Society's mission statement is to "keep the blues alive" and
hopefully I have been able to contribute to that end. 

Alice Sellwood
Koerner Hall  |  Year Round  |  Toronto, ON

Michael Occhipinti
Hugh’s Room Live  |  Year Round |  Toronto, ON



Jacquie Moisan 
Nanaimo Blues Festival |  August 8th-11th  |  Nanaimo, BC

Jacquie is the President of the Nanaimo Blues Society and a strong supporter of blues music
on Vancouver Island.  In 2014, Jacquie founded The Sunday Blues Jam at The Queens which is a
weekly pro blues jam, featuring local and national blues artists, and provides a venue for
young emerging blues talent to receive mentorship. Jacquie sits on the artistic committee for
the Nanaimo Blues Festival (August 8 – 11, 2024) which presents local, national and
international blues artists. 

The Baltic Blues Society is a non profit association. All activities of the association are
part of our official label “BluesBaltica”. 
The Blues Baltica is part of the international Baltic Sea-Culture-Initiative “ArsBaltica”,
which, in Schleswig-Holstein, already comprises the JazzBaltica, the FolkBaltika. 
BluesBaltica/Bluesfest Eutin (Since 1990, 3rd weekend of May) 
The Eutin open air is the largest and most important yearly held festival in the Germany.
Approx. 15,000 visitors and a well-chosen program with recognized performers from
Europe with the highlight being on Scandinavia, the Baltic region and Germany, as well as
North America with a focus in Canada speak for themselves. Unique is the fact that this
event is free of charge. One of the special attractions of the festival is the intentional
strong aspect of well known Baltic artists. The festival was awarded with the "Keeping
The Blues Alive Award" 2015 from Blues Foundation (USA). 
German Blues Challenge, Eutin (Since 2009) 
The Challenge is the biggest Blues-Contest in Germany, held over 3 days (1. day festival, 2.
day Challenge, 3. day winners concert) on Eutin market square. Combined with the German
Blues Awards. 
German Blues Awards, Eutin (Since 2010) 
Blues@School (Since 2010) 
Exhibitions (Since 2008)  
Since 2010 the Baltic Blues Society sends the winners of the German Blues Challenge to
USA to participate at the International Blues Challenge, Memphis, TN. In 2011 there was
written Blues-history (BBC, London) while Georg Schroeter und Marc Breitfelder won the
solo-duo competition as first Europeans/Germans ever. In 2013 "Michael van Merwyk &
Bluesoul" reached the second place as first Europeans/Germans at the band competition.

Helge “Nick” Nickel 
Barbara Bloch Baltic Blues Society |  May  23rd-24th 2024  
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Johnnie Tibbles
Sault Ste. Marie Blues Society  |  Year Round  |  Sault Ste. Marie 
Johnnie Tibbles has been the President for the past 7 years of the Sault Blues Society (SBS est
2010). He worked in construction for many years before becoming a licensed Aquatic Pesticide
applicator for the Federal Government's Sea Lamprey Control Program, retiring in 2016. He has
enjoyed music, especially the Blues for many years and has been on 2 LRBC's and many Blues
festivals in Ontario. Most of those festivals were attended with great enjoyment on his 2006
Goldwing motorcycle with his girlfriend Teresa Belanger. He also really enjoys shooting
musicians with his camera and has a large collection of photos signed by those musicians. He
has also been on numerous annual charity motorcycle rides, including the Ride for "ARCH" the
local Soo hospice, the "Toy Run" supporting toys for Christmas Cheer and the "Ride for Sight."
Johnnie has also packed and delivered boxes for Christmas Cheer since the 1990's. 

Rodrigo Fritz
Massey/Roy Thomson Hall  |   Year Round  |  Toronto, ON
Programming Associate Roy Thomson / Massey Hall. Music Promoter, Arts & Culture Curator
and Administrator with 15+ Years Experience.
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