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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

TBS Annual General Meeting & Xmas Party - Sunday, December 11,2022 -
3030 Dundas West - AGM 5pm, Bywater Call performs at Tpm (doors 6:30pm)
$15 (free for TBS Members)

Maple Blues Awards - Monday, January 30, 2023 - Koerner Hall -
Host: Quisha Wint
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The Toronto Blues Society Cultural Statement

The Toronto Blues Society wishes to acknowledge and thank the first creators of the blues who gave
us all this beautiful music that we enjoy today.

African American musicians, singers, and songwriters created and used this music to sustain them
through pain and hardship throughout their quest for freedom and equal rights.

The Toronto Blues Society is a Registered Charity

Make a donation beyond membership and merchandise, and get your charitable tax receipt in
time for this year! (Charitable # 87487 7509 RR0001). You will be helping to support events like the
annual Women's Blues Revue, The Blues in the Schools program, numerous workshops and career
development activities for the musician community as well as the Maple Blues Awards and the Blues
Summit conference, the most important blues industry gathering in Canada that occurs every other
year. Networking events within this conference allow for industry discussion alongside artist discovery
through the showcase program.

The Toronto Blues Society is a member of

ONTARIO

PRESENTS

FOLK/

I | ’ ! @ The Blues Foundation

olk Allldnf_(]-
nternation

N

_,.«-'
R P E A N

BLUESUNION

MEMBER

The Toronto Blues Society is committed to the principles of the Personal Protection and Electronic Documents
Act (PIPEDA) in safeguarding the collection, use, and disclosure of personal information.

CANADIAN PUBLICATIONS MAIL AGREEMENT #40011871
Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:
Toronto Blues Society, 910 Queen St. W. Ste. B04, Toronto, Canada M6J 1G6
Email: info@torontobluessociety.com
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If there's a blues lover in your family or circle,
what better gift than one of the best Canadian
blues albums of the year, as selected by the
Maple Blues Awards Nominating Committee.
One of these will be selected as Recording
of the year at the Maple Blues Awards gala at
Koerner Hall on January 30th, 2023

Long River Angelique Francis

(Angelique Francis / Kiran Francis)

Midnight Blues Crystal Shawanda (Dewayne
Strobel)

Open Road Colin James (Colin James / Dave
Mezaros)

Scream Holler & How! Blue Moon Marquee
(Blue Moon Marquee, Duke Robillard & Erik
Nielsen)

Thanks For Tomorrow Harrison Kennedy
(Harrison Kennedy / Jesse O’Brien)

If you want to dig a litlle deeper, Maple Blues
contributor Eric Thom offers his suggestions:

10 releases from 2022

* Charlie Musselwhite — Mississippi Son — at
78,Musselwhite has earned his grizzled vocals
but, known more for his harp work, his guitar
is on fire and the perfect complement to these
14 tracks, reminding everyone that he’s (still)
the authentic deal.

» Sherry Ryan - Shout For More - You may
have her down as a folkie but this little
Newfoundland jewel blends a little country
with her blues and, sporting a beautiful voice,
delivers every time. Missed her live in Toronto
a few weeks back but this release comes
highly recommended for homegrown talent
deserving an international stage.

* Bonnie Raitt - Just Like That....—because she’s
never let us down, regardless of the mix, and
blues is always where she’s come from.

* Marcus King —Young Blood — from the blues
and jam band camp comes this guitar-forward
talent and about all you have to say beyond

this is that this release is produced by Dan
Auerbach, with the blessing of no less than
Warren Haynes.

Derrick Procell — Hello Mojo! - the blues has
anew voice and it’s a good one. Doesn’t hurt
that he’s served up in the best light possible
with the guitar skills of Zac Harmon on 3 cuts
but this entire 10-track menu of soul-blues
is a lovely surprise from a relative unknown.
* Mike Zito — Blues For the Southside —
remember double albums? This 2-CD set is
a blistering live set pumping out an hour and
42 minutes of paint-peeling bar rock in the
best way possible.This guy gets noticed —but
never enough.

» Harrison Kennedy- Thanks for Tomorrow
— provides much to be thankful for today.
Always steeped in the blues, Kennedy
eats blues for breakfast but always injects
everything he does with an RnB twist and he’s
no less soulful here. His take onVan's “Crazy
Love” is as good a display of his essence as

anything you’ll hear.

* Durham County Poets — Out of the Woods —
more a blur of blues, RnB and soul, this robust
5th release continues to showcase the crack
musicianship of the band, featuring one of
the best voices around - in any mode — Kevin
Harvey. Groove is what they're selling here
and the taut musicians and bolstered horn
sound is a party pleaser, period. Eachrelease
outdoes itself.

* Tinsley Ellis — Devil May Care — derived
from southern blues territory, Ellis is a player
who can do it all, with a singing voice to
match and — with each release — his constant
touring schedule reveals a better and better
connection to the music and the ability to play
itlike nobody else. Electric slide, acoustic and
everything-in-between —with nary a misstep.

* Jake Chisholm — Hands Held High — quite
the surprise release from someone I thought
was buried in jump blues mode. Surprise
because it rocks harder than anything I've
heard in some time, with a definitive ‘70s
guitar groove that kicks ass throughout, with
the vocals to match.

www.torontobluessociety.com
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The Blues in Black & White is an annual
fundraising calendar produced in conjunction
with At the Crossroads Blues Radio,and all net
proceeds are donated to the cause of brain
injury. The publication for 2023 consists of
performance images captured at Calgary
Bluesfest. The calendar is available at $20
per item - CAD in Canada and USD in the
US - and shipping is an additional $5 for up to
two items.To order and for more detail, please
send an email to Brant Zwicker: atcblues@
gmail.com.

A BBQ apron for your favorite blues-lovin'
chef! with some lyrics from Suzie Vinnick's
song, "Save Me For Later"; there's even
enough room in the apron pockets for Suzie's
latest CD, Fall Back Home! Suzie is happy to
provide an autograph on the apron/CD if you
wish - www.suzievinnick.com/merch

Our final gift suggestion comes from TBS
Vice-President and Membership Committee
member Lucie Dufault and, as you might have
guessed, itis to give a gift membership to the
Toronto Blues Society (see page 8 for details
or contact the office).
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Blues Booster of the Year

Patrick Monaghan

The unanimous choice for Blues Booster
of 2022 is broadcaster Patrick Monaghan
whose show The Buckslide Blues Cruise has
been playing on canoe.fm for the past seven
years every Tuesday from 7:00-9:00pm ET on
100.9fm, and can be heard streaming live at
www.canoefm.com.

He is continuously promoting local and
regional blues artists and is a fixture at Ontario
blues festivals and events. Monaghan’s show
isthe #1 program featured on the station,and
the National Campus and Community Radio
Association recently awarded The Buckslide
Blues Cruise with an award for “Best Jazz &
Blues Programming”.

Since his diagnosis with pancreatic cancer
in 2019 there have been many difficult months
of cancer treatment, surgery, and recovery
which meant many past hobbies were out of
reach but his weekly two hour deep dive into
the world of blues has kept him going.

A recent aricle in Haliburton's The
Highlander had Patrick talking about the
blues and his health challenges: “It’s really
been a blessing. I can distract myself and get
buried into the next blues show I'm working
on. It’s given me a reason to go forward.”

As a teen, Monaghan didn’t know his

favourite rockers could trace their musical
lineage to the Blues. The Buckslide Blues
Cruise sails from“Lead Belly to Led Zeppelin,”
Monaghan said.“And there’s a lot of music in
between.”

He’s a bit of a perfectionist: pouring over
his CD collection, cross referencing notes on
artists and songs and ensuring he adds some
trivia to the mix: ask him how Led Zeppelin
got its name.

“I enjoy teaching [listeners] something
they didn’t know,” he said.

In producing the show he’s developed
a network of listeners and friends who love
the soulful songs and bassy rhythms of the
Blues too.

It's meant he’s been able to work directly
with Blues bands across Ontario, lining
up shows at festivals and clubs, as well as
developing relationships with studios that will
send music for Monaghan to check out, and
hopefully play, on his show.

“They’'ve come to trust me. I have a
few bands that will give me a call and ask
questions. I never thought my opinion
mattered, but obviously it does and I'm rather
proud of that.”

Friends in the Blues put on a benefit
concert for Monaghan in 2019, raising money
to fund the expensive burden that is cancer
treatment. “One of the most difficult things

was to get up on stage and keep my emotions
together,” he said.

“I thought I was just ... bugging these
people.I became part of that community and
I became very grateful. That’s something I've
loved all my life and I never imagined being
on the inside.” In 2020, Monaghan went to
Memphis, Tennessee for the International
Blues Challenge.

Photos from the time show him flashing his
signature thumbs-up beside up-and-coming
blues talents from Canada and the U.S.nearly
always dressed in CanoeFM hats and shirts.

He recorded nearly 200 “stingers,” with
musicians lending their voice to segments
played on the CanoeFM show regularly. “I
kind of think with what I'm dealing with, when
I'm well enough to go to these events, that’s
my reward for dealing with the disease,”
Monaghan said.

As he hit show 300, Monaghan said he
wanted to extend “gratitude to all the people
involved” in his Blues journey. “Whether it
be the people at the station, the listeners, the
promoter.”

Every Tuesday he’s able, Monaghan will
slip on the headphones and thumb through
his notes, bringing listeners far and wide on
a journey of rhythm and soul.

“My job is to go out there and keep the
blues alive,” he said. “For the past while, the
Blues has been keeping me alive.”

PAUL DESLAURIERS & ANNIKA CHAMBERS

annikaandpaul.com

www.torontobluessociety.com

The 2-time winner of the
Maple Blues Entertainer of
the Year” Award joins forces
with the 2-time Blues Music
Award winner for *’Soul Blues
Female Artist of the Year”.

R

GOOD TROUBLE

o) 6o

PAUL DESLAURIERS
& ANNIKA CHAMBERS

I most highly recommend adding
this to your musical collections.”
~ Steve Jones, Blues Blast Magazine

SODEC
2
Québec
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Roland ‘Rolie’

Simmonds
1936-2022

As most of us know, Toronto has lost too
many of its musicians during these Covid
years, especially those in the upper registers.
The passings of a number of these musicians
have been noted — a couple in the national
press, a few more in the local press or music
magazines and websites — but others, not
at all. So that the passing of veteran R&B
guitarist Rolie Simmonds doesn’t fall into the
latter camp — despite him having played on
the Jackie Shane Live! album that garnered
nominations for both the Polaris Heritage
Prize in Canada and a Grammy award for Best
Historic Album in the United States — here is
some of his story.

Born in North Preston, NS in 1936, Roland
James Simmonds started young and grew
up to be a very talented guitar player and
occasional singer who arrived in Toronto
in the late 1950s after briefly dipping his
musical toes into Montreal’s Little Burgundy
scene. He quickly found a day job with
Robertson Motors on the Danforth.
Much less quickly,he worked his way
from singing and playing with the
choir at the First Baptist Church
downtown into the local R&B
scene, eventually falling in with a
group of musicians who decided
to go out as the Spades — Rolie
and Richard Nolan of Windsor
ON on guitars, Wally Blair and
Ralph Blair of Woodstock ON on
sax and bass respectively,and Joe
Brown of Buffalo NY on drums.

The Spades plugged along for a
couple of years of before being hired
en masse by trumpeter / bandleader
Frank Motley, who needed a new backing
band after his long-running Motley Crew
splintered in late 1965 or early 1966. Motley
and new group, now called the Hitch-Hikers,
continued Motley’s long residency at the
Saphire Tavern on Richmond Street downtown,
though inevitably there were changes to the
lineup. Richard Nolan departed, Joe Brown
was replaced by Jimmy Butler (from the
Motley Crew), trombonist Norris Ridguard
passed through briefly and, after months of
effort on Motley’s part, Motley Crew singer
Jackie Shane was convinced to return to
Toronto from Los Angeles.

This led to the legendary Jackie Shane
Live! album in 1967, recorded at the Saphire
over the period of a week. For that week,
Motley filled out the sound of the Hitch-Hikers
(Rolie, the Blairs and Butler) with saxman King
Herbert and organist Curley Bridges, both
also from the Motley Crew. While the album
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was exciting and shocking, and was certainly
noticed in Toronto at the time, sales were
disappointing and the participants drifted
away to other projects.

Rolie turned up in King Herbert and the
Rounders, a hard R&B group with sharp jazz-
funk edges that also included singer Jack
Harden, drummer Jimmy Butler and bassist
George Phillip (yes, a former member of
the Motley Crew). Following a name change
and the addition of organist David Jones, the
group turned out a very strong album on the
Paragon label in 1970, King Herbert and the
Knights featuring Jack Harden. In contrast to
the Jackie Shane album, where it is clear that
no one in the very capable backing ensemble
made a move to stand out in the crowd, the
King Herbert album has all of the Knights
playing very hard and fast throughout. Rolie’s
preferred chording style was put to good use,
but so was his sharp single-string work — plus,
he sang lead on “Let’s Get Together”.

While
the album was totally ignored in 1970, it
has developed a following over the years,
especially in the United Kingdom, where five
instrumentals from the album were included
in a 2003 Jazzman compilation titled Canada’s
Message to the Meters along with halfa dozen
songs by Frank Motley and the Hitch-Hikers
and Frank Motley and the Bridge Crossings.

For Rolie, the Knights were followed by
a couple of years with singer-keyboardist
Bobby Dean Blackburn and Bobby’s
drummer-cousin, Bill Blackburn. The main
gig was a long-running Saturday jazz and
R&B matinee at the Zanzibar Tavern onYonge
Street, where Rolie took over for Terry Logan,
who'd left the group to go solo. “Terry was my
mentor”, Rolie said decades later. “I just sat
there and watched his hands, trying to figure
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out how he made all those chords.” Besides
the Saturday matinee, the trio also backed
singer Danny B at Danny’s weekly gig at the
Blockhouse at Ontario Place, and conducted
the occasional foray out to Hamilton. And for
some years after, Rolie would show up with his
guitar to visit and play alongside Bobby Dean
at Bobby’s regular solo shows at a steakhouse
on Dundas Avenue in Mississauga.

Rolie then landed a spot as guitarist with
the Fabulous Inkspots, the northern version
of the venerable Ink Spots brand, led by
Ray Richardson. Mostly, Rolie chorded
softly behind the smooth vocal group as it
toured Canada on and off for more than a
decade, appearing on four of the albums
released by the group during that period
— one as the Fabulous Inkspots, one as Ray
Richardson’s Fabulous Inkspots, and two
as Ray Richardson’s Fabulous Ink Spots.
(The subtle spelling change from Inkspots
to Ink Spots reflected a new commercial
arrangement between band and brand,
presumably.)

On the first of the albums that he recorded
with the Inkspots, Rolie’s voice can be
discerned in the mix as the full group sang
“Amen”, which, coincidentally, was one of
the instrumentals on the King Herbert and

the Knights album. And on the last of
the albums he sang lead on a suitably
restrained version of “Kansas City” —
and delivered a very tasty guitar solo.

Rolie moved his home base from
Toronto to Winnipeg during this
period, and Winnipeg is where I
found him - with the help of the
phonebook —around 1990, working as

a short-order cook. He wasn't playing
much, if at all, but he was getting out to
see bands coming through town. Among
those was the Calgary-based House of
Payne, led by Rolie’s old friend, drummer

Jimmy Payne, who also had been part of

the Toronto R&B scene in the '60s and early
‘70s. Such reunions were of considerable
importance to him.

In the early 2000s, Rolie returned to
Toronto to marry Sharon, who he knew from
North Preston and had re-met when they
happened to be visiting the old hometown at
the same time. Back in Toronto, he again did
his best to catch his old musical chums - like
Curley Bridges at the Distillery District, and
Bobby Dean Blackburn (and Curley again) at
Electro-Fi Records’Blues Piano-Rama show at
the Gladstone Hotel. It was wonderful to see
Rolie and Bobby pretty much jump into each
other’s arms when they found themselves in
the same room for the first time in decades.
Rolie always came across as unflappable, but
encountering an old friend and comrade-in-
arms was something worth getting excited
about.
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Electro-Fi's Andrew Galloway, who'd put
Rolie and Sharon on the guestlist for the event,
remembers meeting Rolie between sets at the
Cladstone: “A true gentleman — dressed like
one, carried himself like one. He had a real
air about him - a class act who knew who he
was without being the least bit arrogant.” Bob
Blackburn agrees: “Rolie was a good man, a
great friend and a terrific guitarist.”

In 2006, Rolie was proud to receive the
Nova Scotia Heritage Music Award at the
African Nova Scotian Music Association’s
9% Annual Awards. Nevertheless, beyond
playing and singing with the Seniors Choir
back at the First Baptist Church, he didn’t
gig back in Toronto as far as I know, still
preferring to make his money by cooking.
Not surprisingly, the only exception seems
to have been a favour to another old friend.
When the Poor Alex after-hours club was
bumped out of its long-time home at Bloor
and Brunswick, the manager, the friend in
question, reopened it in a new location on
College near Bathurst. Rolie turned up in
support, and got onstage to play and sing a
couple standards — “Kansas City” and one
of Louis Armstong’s pop hits — backed by
veteran rock drummer Rick Cameron and
gypsy-swing bassist Abbey Sholzberg.

The 21st century saw a resurgence of
interest in the music and persona of singer
Jackie Shane. In 2015, Toronto-based Other
Peoples Music came out with an authorized
reissue of the Jackie Shane Live! album on red
vinyl — a nice package that was especially
noteworthy for the inclusion of a missing
track that the original album had promised
but failed to deliver.

Four years later, Chicago-based Numero
Group released an ambitious compilation
of (almost) all of Jackie Shane’s records,
including all of the live tracks that had
appeared on the Other Peoples Musicrelease,
plus a number of previously unreleased live
tracks recorded at the Saphire in 1967. Rolie
was amused and delighted by this interest
and nipped out to Soundscapes on College
Street to buy the Numero package as soon as
itappeared. No doubt he was quietly pleased
that it was subsequently nominated for a
Grammy; he was certainly pleased to receive
awelcome sum from Other Peoples Music in
recognition of his contributions.

We always stayed in touch, though the
possibility of meeting again for lunch fell by
the wayside in recent years due to his failing
health—and of course Covid. Rolie Simmonds
passed away in Toronto on July 8, and was
buried in North Preston. His rendition of “We
WishYou A Merry Christmas”, as sung to our
answering machine in 2020, will be with us
until the machine too gives up the ghost.

- Bill Munson

CBC Radio (National)
Saturday Night Blues, w/ Holger

Petersen
Saturday at 6:05pm + online at CBC i!!!.
Music -

Listen on demand HERE

JAZZ-FM 91.1 (Toronto)
Bluz FM, w/ Danny Marks

'||
Saturday 8:00 pm-midnight '}l']

Listen link at https://jazzfm91.streamb.online/
JAZZFM91-CJRT-FM-3681370880/streamb-

s CIUT

B3¢

CIUT 89.5 FM - U of T (Toronto)
Calling All Blues, w/rotating
hosts Sugar Brown, Brooke
Blackburn, and Blues Doctor
Julie (Saturday 12:00 Noon)

A to Z Blues, w/ Screamin’ Red (Tuesday 8:00-
9:00pm)

Listen link at https:/ciut.fm/

CKWR 98.5 FM (Kitchener)
Old Chicago Blues, w/ Willy A.
Saturday 12:30pm - 2:00pm
Listen link www.ckwr.com

98°»
CKWR

CJLX 91.3 FM - Loyalist College (Belleville)
Saturday Night Blues Review, w/ George
Vaughan

Saturday 6-7pm

Listen at https://91x.fm/

WBFO 88.7FM (Buffalo)

The Blues on WBFO

Saturdays 7-11pm w/ Pat Fedballe

Sundays 7pm-Midnight w/ Tommy ‘Z’

Listen at https://www.wbfo.org/show/the-blues-
on-wbfo

CKCU 93.1FM - Carleton University (Ottawa)
Black and Blues, w/ John Tackaberry

Sunday 9-11pm

Listen at https://cod.ckcufm.com/programs/38/
info.html

CFRU 93.3 FM - University of Guelph
Blues Around The Block, w/ Mac Dee
Monday 7-9:00 pm

Listen at https://www.cfru.ca

CKAR Hunter’s Bay 88.7 FM (Muskoka)

Big Beat Bar-B-Cue Radio Show, w/ Matt Allen
Tuesday Midnight - 2:00am

Sundays 10am to 12 Noon

Listen at https://muskokaradio.com/show/
bigbeatbar-b-cue
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INDI 1015 FM (formerly Mohawk College
station, Hamilton)
Blues Source Canada, w/ Ken e
Wallis (Tuesdays, 4-5pm) m
Blues Source
International (Tuesdays, 5-6pm) [ [y =TT,
Listen link at https://indi1015.ca/
Both of these shows also repeated
on bluesandrootsradio.com
[1 BSC re-airs Thursday at 8, Friday at 10pm,
Saturday at 7.30pm, and Monday at 6am
[1 BSl airs Friday at 6pm/Saturday 2pm/
Monday 4am ET

CFMU 99.3 FM - McMaster Campus
(Hamilton)

Swear to tell the truth,
w/ Chris M. Compton
Tuesday 10am

Listen at https://cfmu.ca/shows/31-swear-to-tell-
the-truth

COUNTY rm‘?

CANOE FM 100.9 FM (Haliburton)

Buckslide Blues Cruise, w/ Patrick Monaghan
Tuesday 7-9pm
https://canoefm.com/listen/ways-to-listen

CFBU 103.7 FM - Brock University (St.
Catharines)

Eclectic Blues, w/ Deborah Cartmer
Tuesday 7-9 pm

Listen at https://www.cfbu.ca/

COUNTYFM 99.3 (Picton)
Sideroads, w/ Ben Parkin and Greg Hinde
Tuesday 8-10pm

Listen at https://993countyfm.ca/show/
sideroads/

Whistle FM 102.9 (Stouffville)
Whistle Bait wl Gary Tate

aka Shakey-T .
Wed, Thurs, Fri at 11pm I3
Listen at http://whistlefm.ca/
popup-player

1028

CFMU 99.3 FM - McMaster Campus
(Hamilton)

Breakfast of Champions, w/ Paul Panchezak
Thursday 10am

Listen at https://cfmu.ca/

CFFF 92.7 FM (Peterborough)
Blues Themes, delivered by
“The Milkman” Blake Frazer
Thursday 9-10:30pm

Listen at http://www.trentradio.ca/

RaDiog =]

ey et et b

Ici Musique 90.3 FM (National)
Le Blues du terrien, with Pierre Therrien
Friday 8pm (replay Thurs 10pm)
Listen at https://ici.radio-canada.ca/ohdio/
musigue/emissions/6005/lebluesduterrien

ATC Blues
At The Crossroads w/ Brant Zwicker
Also syndicated on stations across the continent

Listen at https://www.atcblues.callisten-now

Blues and Roots Radio
Award winning international online radio station
based in Mississauga.

Listen at https://www.bluesandrootsradio.com/
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BLUES MEMBE
TODAY!

Benefits of Membership

¢ 1st Class home delivery of our monthly Maple Blues Newsletter

e 25% discount on Maple Blues Awards tickets & exclusive early bird ticket access

¢ 20% discount on Women'’s Blues Revue tickets & exclusive early bird ticket access

e Savings on Advance Tickets to shows at Music by the Bay Live (Ajax and Whitby venues)
¢ 10% off every purchase from the Dead Dog Records, Toronto (1209 Bloor St. West)

* 10% off every purchase from the Kops Records, Toronto (229 Queen St. West)

e TBS voting rights

¢ Discount tickets to all TBS events (including TBS Workshops)

¢ Discounts on TBS merchandise purchases at TBS events

¢ Exclusive access to industry discounts, ticket giveaways, and more!

Membership Options

CHARTER MEMBERSHIP - $50 for 1 year / $95 for 2 years / $135 for 3 years
See benefits list above.
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP - $70 for 1 year / $135 for 2 years / 195 for 3 years
Same benefits as CHARTER membership for a maximum of 2 adults and 2 children under 19.
INSTITUTIONAL or BENEFACTOR MEMBERSHIP - $125/year
Same benefits as CHARTER membership, plus discounts on Maple Blues Newsletter advertising.

STUDENT MEMBERSHIP - $20/year

Same benefits as CHARTER membership. (please include name of post-secondary institution)
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP - $35/year

Monthly Maple Blues Newsletter sent by fourth class mail (Note: does not include Charter

benefits)
THANK YOUEOR
g;\fvarténj /Ae/ é;éu/&y
TeRaNto BLYES SeCiETY

torontobluessociety.com / (416) 538-3885 / Toll Free: 1-866-871-9457
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The formidable women of the 35th edition of the Women's Blues Revue (1. to r.): Dale Anne Brendon, Colleen Allen, Lily Sazz, Carrie Chesnutt, Elena Kapeleris, Rebecca
Hennessy, AV (Ann Vriend), Miss Emily, Angelique Francis, Selena Evangeline, Carlie Howell, Suzie Vinnick, Garnetta Cromwell and Emily Burgess. A night to remember!

Photo by James Dean

Musicians Take Note: The Winterfolk
festival will be held February 24-25-26 in
Toronto and is now accepting submissions
from roots & blues artists. They have a
submission form on their website, www.
winterfolk.com. Toronto Jazz and other
festivals have submission deadlines before
the end of the year as well, so check out the
websites of any you would like to approach.

Toronto Arts Council News: The Toronto
Arts Council (TAC) has announced that
Kelly Langgardhas been named as the
organizations’ new Director & CEO. Claire
Hopkinson, who held the position for 17
years and announced her resignation in
March 2022, will continue as CEO until the
end of this year. Kelly will assume the role
effective January 9, 2023. With a career in
the arts spanning 25 years in Canada and
internationally, working at organizations
both large and small, Kelly has a great
understanding of the arts ecology and the
particular social and cultural dynamics of
Toronto. Of mixed cultural heritage (Chinese
and Norwegian Canadian), Kelly is deeply
committed to equity, access and inclusion,
and is a visionary leader with a proven track
record in partnership building and strategic
thinking.

Congratulations to Raoul Bhaneja who
just won “Best Actor” for Hamlet (solo) at
New York’s 13th United Solo Festival, world’s
largest solo theatre festival. Hamlet (solo)
directed by Obie Award winner Robert Ross
Parker premiered in 2006 in Toronto, Canada
and has been performed over 150 times
in 25 different locations from Inuvik above
the Arctic Circle, to The Edinburgh Festival
Fringe, The Royal Academy of Dramatic Art

and The National Arts Centre in Ottawa. They
received rave reviews, including a rare five-
star review from The List and a declaration by
noted British presenter and comedian Clive
Anderson “the best thing  have seen on The
Fringe.” The production was winner of the
Montreal English Critic’s Circle Award for
"BestVisiting Production" and was a nominee
for the Calgary Critic’s Award "Best Solo
Show". United Solo marked this first public
presentation of the production in eight years
and a return to the touring circuit.

As well as his high profile on the blues
scene, Raoul has accumulated over 125 film
and television credits and appeared on major
regional and world stages including The
Stratford Festival and Shakespeare’s Globe
Theatre in London. He is a Dora-nominated
actor for his performance in his multimedia
theatre/concert hybrid, Life, Death and The
Blues and starred opposite his wife Birgitte
Solem in the hit Toronto premiere of Pulitzer
Prize winning play Disgraced which they
co produced with Mirvish Productions.
Upcoming projects include Littlemouth,
a feature film directed by Jonathan Sobol,
where he stars opposite Dennis Quaid, David
Thewlis and Isabelle Fuhrman.

Filming the Blues: Last month we alerted
blues fans of a film project about the rich and
vibrant regional blues scene and a venue
called the Juke Joint in Acton. Since thenwe've
been advised about a few more projects with
a local connection. Gary Kendall and John
Finley are in the process of editing the footage
from the Celebration of the Life of Michael
Fonfara, some folks in Kitchener are starting
up a project on Mel Brown and Glenn Smith's
legendary blues club, Pop The Gator.

And yes, there will be a film documentary
on the life of the beloved "Professor Piano,"
Scott Cushnie. His career goes way back to
the early days of Ronnie Hawkins and the
Hawks, where he did a couple of shifts in the
piano chair and later was the manager of
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Hawkins' publishing company. He was also
responsible for getting Robbie Robertson into
that band. His death and disappearance has
the makings of a real mystery adventure and
broadcaster Andrea Reid is determined to
make a film worthy of his stature as a pioneer
in the Canadian Music scene.To find out more
and contribute to the Indiegogo fundraising,
go to www.professorpiano.ca or check out
the Facebook page at https://www.facebook.
com/MissingProfessorPiano.

And lastly, one of the most anticipated
music docs with a Toronto connection is finally
released (a long time coming!). REVIVAL
69: The Concert That Rocked the World,
showcases never-seen footage and behind-
the-scenes stories about a life-altering 1969
one-day music festival at Varsity Stadium
where John Lennon performed for the first
time without the Beatles, doing an impromptu
concert with the Plastic Ono Band, featuring
Yoko Ono, Eric Clapton, Alan White and Klaus
Voormann.Lennon agreed (then changed his
mind a couple of times) because a bunch of
his heroes were also on the bill: Chuck Berry,
Little Richard, Jerry Lee Lewis, Bo Diddley,
Gene Vincent as well as Alice Cooper and
The Doors. It's playing at Hot Docs Cinema
Dec. 17 (w/Q+A with director Ron Chapman
& special guests), Dec. 18-22 / 27-29 and at
the Fox Theatre Dec. 20 (Q+A with Director),
Dec.19-22, coming soon to a theatre near you.

And to continue with the visual thread,
Steve Hill has released a music video of his
tune “Don’t Let The Truth Get In The Way (Of
A Good Story)” along with a limited edition
comic book hot on the heels of new album
Dear Illusion. "I got in touch with comic
book artist Rob Cannon through a mutual
connection. He took the themes from the
album, the visual landscape from Desert Trip
and made it a metaphoric science fiction
story thatI could never have thought of, while
retaining the essence and the meaning of
the songs". Physical copies of the comic are
available from https://nolabelrecords.store
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Jake Chisholm Hands Held High Electro-Fi

I’'m not sure which is the bigger surprise
— the fact that this Jake Chisholm is the same
front man from Jake & The Blue Midnights
or that this release is one of the latest from
deeply-respected blues label, Electro-Fi
Records. Impresario Andrew Galloway'’s
label has long specialized in traditional,
post-war blues but — as the t-shirt reads:
“with a foot in the future.” Hence, Galloway’s
own vast musical interests are coming to
the surface as he adds newfound success
stories like Harrison Kennedy and Blackburn
to his esteemed catalogue. In other words,
Chisholm’s progressive release is a good fit.
Likewise, Chisholm has undergone a personal
renaissance, moving from horn-fueled swing
crooner to bona fide soul-rocker on a mission.

Beginning with “Muddy Water” — a title
setting you up for surprise — you're instantly
met with ‘70s-era power bass and that distinct
Thin Lizzy sound of dual lead guitars linked
in powerful, harmonic tandem. Whaaa...?
Jake’s powerful rock vocal matches this mix
which, with a dash of reverb, reveals nothing
of his comparably big band past. The title
track continues this rock barrage with Ian
Mckeown’s sturdy backbeat and a repetitive
guitar hook, soon joined by Darcy Yates’
pulsing bass and second guitar. Clearly a
crowd-directed rally cry, the catchy chorus
is soon augmented by dueling guitars which
close the show. All that’s missing is the
live audience. “Next Time” reveals a more
heartfelt vocal as these dangerous guitars
continue to weave their spell. Who are these
players? Ariel Bender and Gary Moore? No
— guitars supplied are Chisholm’s own and
those of bandmate Jimmy Bowskill. Lizzy is
again resurrected with the twin guitar attack
of“Don’t Let Me Drown” - all throbbing bass,
ringing guitars and gut-wrenching vocal.
The distinctive guitars behind “Trouble
Please Be Me” lend a slightly foreboding
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feel behind Chisholm’s animated vocal
as the songs detours slightly with some
electronic warbling and single note leads
before returning to full-on stalk, co-writer
Ewan Currie adding background vocals
and guitar for added clout. Paul Reddick
contributes a mysterious element with his
patented harp sound to "She’s Just Playin’" as
the band sits back slightly, Chisholm’s vocal
pleading somewhat. Cue the now-familiar
Lizzy guitars for “I Can’t Get By” as Chisholm
reveals the need to be constantly high, the
band present but not entirely accounted for
in this bluesy jam. “Catching Up On Love”
is pure Lizzy power, suggesting a somewhat
limited range in Chisholm’s approach, yet
rewarding all the same. He’s got more than
sufficient vocal power to accompany these
driving beats and propulsive guitars, yet the
repetitive nature of some of the songs expose
a potential shortcoming. At the same time,
“Catching Up On Love” proves one of the
album’s most satisfying songs as it delivers a
sure-fire beat, an impassioned, full-throated
vocal and blistering guitar leads. Cue “Keep
MeWarm” for yet another, as its quirky guitar
intro is augmented by hand claps, keyboards
and a warm vocal, bolstered by additional
background vocals from guest drummer,
Davide Di Renzo, adding congas and a less

aggressive drum treatment. The final track
demonstrates the potential this band might
have as an entirely different approach on
another Chisholm original, "Slow Down"
featuring Bowskill’s sturdy mandolin and a
gentler, kinder approach — augmented by
dobro for a folksier, almost country feel.
Chisholm, too, reveals a sophisticated quality
to his voice when he’s not blowing barn doors
open.

To this ear, more rock-blues than blues-
rock, Chisholm has taken time to evolve this
sound. This is no first kick at the cat after his
silky-smooth beginnings in his initial jump-
blues sound. As each subsequent release
took on more of a blues-rock feel —embracing
more of the ‘raw and dirty’ — there seems to
have been a snowball effect to arrive at this
place. The marriage of Chisholm’s already
solid sound and substantial song-writing
skills to the extreme talents of Jimmy Bowskill,
seems to be the secret weapon behind
such a solid, cutting-edge release, while the
involvement of Reddick, Steve Marriner and
the rest of these players certainly doesn’t hurt.
Let’s hope there are more releases to come —
as this particular union oozes with potential
in a scene that’s just waiting for them.

- Eric Thom

*Harrison Kennedy Thanks for Tomorrow Electro-Fi
Rory Block Ain’t Nobody Worried Stony Plain

*Blue Moon Marquee Scream, Holler & Howl Independent
Buddy Guy The Blues Don’t Lie RCA

*Bill King Paradise Blue Independent

Mud Morganfield Portrait Delmark

Kenny Neal Straight From the Heart Ruf

*Robert Connely Farr Shake It Independent

Thee Sacred Souls Thee Sacred Souls Penrose/Daptone

Ry Cooder and Taj Mahal Get on Board Perro Verde/Nonesuch
Kenny Wayne Shepherd The Trouble Is...25 Provogue
Will Jacobs Goldfish Blues Ruf

*Sass Jordan Bitches Blues Stony Plain

Lee Fields Sentimental Fool Daptone

*Angelique Francis Long River Independent

*Cliff Stevens Better Days Independent

*Miss Emily Defined by Love Independent

Kirk Fletcher Heartache by the Pound Ogierea
*Crystal Shawanda Midnight Blues True North

*Suzie Vinnick Fall Back Home Independent

Dr. John Things Happen That Way Rounder

*Andre Bisson The Ballad of Lucy Stone Independent

This month’s recommended
listening by Brad Wheeler, music
writer for the Globe and Mail
Twitter: @bwheelerglobe

* = Canadian
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Thursday, December 1

Shawn Kellerman Band 6:30 pm
to 9:30 pm, Harbour St. Fish Bar, 10
Keith Ave., Collingwood, 705-293-
3474, $10

Don River Blues Band 9:30 pm,
Grossman’s Tavern, 377 Spadina
Ave., Toronto, (416) 977-7000

Friday, December 2

Fraser/Daley 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm,
Castro’s Lounge, 2116 Queen St E,
Toronto, (416) 699-8272

Angelique Francis 7:00 pm, Blues on
the Rideau — The Cove Inn, 2 Bedford
St, Westport, (613) 273-3636

Carlos del Junco and the Blues
Mongrels 8:00 pm, 3030 Dundas,
3030 Dundas St. W., Toronto, 416-
769-5736

Blackie and the Rodeo Kings w/
Digging Roots 8:00 pm, River Run
Centre, 35 Woolwich St, Guelph,
519-763-3000

Rock n’ Roll Revival w/ Paul James,
Weber Brothers, Gary Lucas 8:00
pm, El Mocambo, 464 Spadina Ave-
nue, Toronto

Matt Weidinger Trio 8:30 pm, Moon-
shine Cafe, 137 Kerr St, Oakville, $15
Alfie Smith 9:00 pm, Coach and
Lantern, 384 Wilson St E., Ancaster,
905-304-7822

Paul Reddick 10:00 pm, Cameron
House, 408 Queen St W, Toronto

Saturday, December 3

Tim Gibbons with The Coachmen
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm, Coach and
Lantern, 384 Wilson St E., Ancaster,
905-304-7822, No Cover

Saturday Blues Matinee: James
Anthony w/ James L Burton 1:30
pm to 5:00 pm, Uptown Social, 1900
Walkers Line, Burlington, 905-331-
4700

The Mighty Duck Blues Band with
Danny B 2:30 pm to 6:30 pm, Jo Blos
Rock and Wok, 2 Pelham Rd (@ St.
Paul St. W.), St. Catharines, 905-685-
8280, Niagara's Blues Destination,
no cover

Johnny Wright w/Robbie Rox &
Rob Gusevs 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm,
Outrigger, 2232 Queen St E, Toronto,
647-748-2232, No Cover

Smoke Wagon Blues Band at Milton
Holiday Fest 4:00 pm, Downtown
Milton, 251 Main St. E, Milton

Danny Marks 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm,
Castro’s Lounge, 2116 Queen St E,
Toronto, (416) 699-8272

Together at Christmas: Chuck Jack-
son, Cheryl Lescom, Quisha Wint
8:00 pm, Uxbridge Music Hall, 16
Main St S., Uxbridge
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Alfie Smith 8:00 pm, Ward IV Coffee
& Bar, 1441 Main St E, Hamilton,
(905) 808-9273

Steve Strongman’s Holiday Show
w/ Ron Sexsmith and Harrison Ken-
nedy 8:00 pm, Ancaster Memorial Arts
Centre, 357 Wilson St. E, Ancaster
Rick Robichaud Band 8:00 pm to
11:00 pm, Harbour St. Fish Bar, 10
Keith Ave., Collingwood, 705-293-
3474, $10

Garnetta & Dagroovmasters 8:30
pm to 11:30 pm, Royal Canadian
Legion BR 60, 878 Legion Rd, Burl-
ington, 905-639-6400, $30

Darran Poole and Roothone 8:30
pm, Moonshine Cafe, 137 Kerr St,
Oakville, $15

Julian Fauth & Ken Yoshioka 9:00
pm, Capitol Bar, 973 King St. E., Ham-
ilton, 289-389-1001, No Cover

Chloe Watkinson 9:00 pm, Gross-
man’s Tavern, 377 Spadina Ave.,
Toronto, (416) 977-7000

Sunday, December 4

Dylan Wickens Band 2:00 pm, Jazz
Room in Waterloo, 59 King St N,
Waterloo

Jimmy’s Juke Joint w/ host Jim
Casson, guests Jim Yorfido &
Alyssa Dupuis 2:00 pm to 4:30 pm,
Peter Pipers Pubhouse, 111 Hwy

20 E, Fonthill, 905 892-0782, Two
sets from 2:00pm — 4:30pm, weekly
guests, reservations are recommend-
ed: 905-892-0782

Blues For Soldiers w/ guest lan
Andrews 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm, Brant
Artillery Gunner’s Club, 115 Henry
Street, Brantford, (519) 753-8128, $10
Danny Marks Combo 3:00 pm,
Smokeshow BBQ and Brew, 744 Mt
Pleasant Rd, Toronto, 416-901-7469
Chuck Jackson 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm,
Roc’'n Docs, 105 Lakeshore Rd. E.,
Mississauga, (905) 891-1754

Paul Reddick 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm,
Rex Jazz and Blues Bar, 194 Queen
St W., Toronto

Jerome Tucker Band 7:00 pm,
Linsmore Tavern, 1298 Danforth Ave,
Toronto, 416-466-5130

Don River Blues Band 7:00 pm,
Smokeshow BBQ and Brew, 744 Mt
Pleasant Rd, Toronto, 416-901-7469

Tuesday, December 6

Julian Fauth 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm,
Sauce on Danforth, 1376 Danforth
Ave., Toronto

Chuck Jackson and Tyler Yarema
8:00 pm, Crooksy’s, 721 Beach Bivd.,
Hamilton

Wednesday, December 7
Fraser/Daley 8:00 pm to 11:00 pm,

Inter Steer Tavern, 357 Roncesvalles
Ave, Toronto, 416-588-8054

Action Sound Band w/ Leo Val-
vassori, Eric Schenkman 8:30 pm,
Grossman’s Tavern, 377 Spadina
Ave., Toronto, (416) 977-7000

Thursday, December 8

Mike Daley & Sugar Brown 6:00 pm
to 8:00 pm, Castro’s Lounge, 2116
Queen St E, Toronto, (416) 699-8272
Little Magic Sam 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm,
Harbour St. Fish Bar, 10 Keith Ave.,
Collingwood, 705-293-3474, $10

Friday, December 9

Sean Pinchin 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm,
Slabtown Cider, 4559 Concession Rd.
6, Uxbridge

Little Magic Sam 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm,
Castro’s Lounge, 2116 Queen St E,
Toronto, (416) 699-8272

Big Sugar - Heated 25th Anniver-
sary Tour 7:00 pm, Phoenix Concert
Theatre, 410 Sherbourne St, Toronto
Matt Weidinger Trio 8:00 pm,
Busholme Inn, 156 Main St, Erin,
519-315-0315

Weber Brothers (2 nights) 8:30 pm,
Moonshine Cafe, 137 Kerr St, Oakville
Fraser Melvin Blues Band 10:00 pm,
Cameron House, 408 Queen St W,
Toronto

Paul Reddick 11:30 pm, Drom Taber-
na, 458 Queen St. W, Toronto

Saturday, December 10

Saturday Blues Matinee: James
Anthony w/ Maddy Leroy 1:30 pm to
5:00 pm, Uptown Social, 1900 Walk-
ers Line, Burlington, 905-331-4700
Afternoon Blues Jam w/ Mike Bran-
ton 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm, Moonshine
Cafe, 137 Kerr St, Oakville

The Mighty Duck Blues Band with
Johnny Max 2:30 pm to 6:30 pm, Jo
Blos Rock and Wok, 2 Pelham Rd (@
St. Paul St. W.), St. Catharines, 905-
685-8280, Niagara's Blues Destina-
tion, no cover

Johnny Wright w/Robbie Rox &
Rob Gusevs 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm,
Outrigger, 2232 Queen St E, Toronto,
647-748-2232, No Cover

Big Sugar - Heated 25th Anniversa-
ry Tour 7:00 pm, Elements, 90 King
St W, Kitchener

Glenn Marais Merry Mojo Christmas
7:00 pm, Old Flame Brewing Co., 135
Perry Street, Port Perry, 289-485-2739
Raoul and the Big Time 8:00 pm to
10:30 pm, Jazz Bistro, 251 Victoria St,
Toronto, (416) 363-5299

Weber Brothers (2 nights) 8:30 pm,
Moonshine Cafe, 137 Kerr St, Oakville
Swingin’ Blackjacks 9:00 pm,
Noonan’s (formerly Dora Keogh) Irish
Pub, 141 Danforth Ave, Toronto ON,
416 778 1804
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Sunday, December 11

Jimmy’s Juke Joint w/ host Jim
Casson, guests Michael Wainwright
& Rich Moore 2:00 pm to 4:30 pm,
Peter Pipers Pubhouse, 111 Hwy

20 E, Fonthill, 905 892-0782, Two
sets from 2:00pm — 4:30pm, weekly
guests, reservations recommended:
905-892-0782

Blues For Soldiers w/ guest Brant
Parker 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm, Brant
Artillery Gunner’s Club, 115 Henry
Street, Brantford, (519) 753-8128, $10
Chuck Jackson 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm,
Roc’'n Docs, 105 Lakeshore Rd. E.,
Mississauga, (905) 891-1754

Luke and the Apostles 4:00 pm to
7:30 pm, Black Swan Tavern, 154
Danforth, Toronto, Every 2nd Sunday
of the month

Paul Reddick 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm,
Rex Jazz and Blues Bar, 194 Queen
St W,, Toronto

The Legendary Castaways 7:00 pm,
Linsmore Tavern, 1298 Danforth Ave,
Toronto, 416-466-5130

Hamilton Hometown Christmas:
Trickbag, The Shakers, Smokewag-
on Blues Band, Cootes Paradise
and more 7:00 pm, Leander Boat
Club, 50 Leander Dr, Hamilton, $20
Brooks and Bowskill 7:30 pm,
Moonshine Cafe, 137 Kerr St,
Oakville, $30

Tuesday, December 13

Julian Fauth 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm,
Sauce on Danforth, 1376 Danforth
Ave., Toronto

Wednesday, December 14

Lula Reggae & Blues Revue: Jay
Douglas + Brooke Blackburn 7:00
pm, Lula Lounge, 1585 Dundas St. W,
Toronto, $20

Chuck Jackson and the Freakin’
Band 7:00 pm, The Beacon — Wasa-
ga, 146 45th St N, Wasaga Beach,
(705) 429-4433

Fraser/Daley 8:00 pm to 11:00 pm,
Inter Steer Tavern, 357 Roncesvalles
Ave, Toronto, 416-588-8054

Action Sound Band w/ Leo Val-
vassori, Eric Schenkman 8:30 pm,
Grossman’s Tavern, 377 Spadina
Ave., Toronto, (416) 977-7000

Thursday, December 15

Sil Simone Band 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm,
Harbour St. Fish Bar, 10 Keith Ave.,
Collingwood, 705-293-3474

Matt Weidinger Holiday Show 8:00
pm, Maxwell’s, 35 University Ave E,
Waterloo, 226-240-7020
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Friday, December 16

Fraser/Daley 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm,
Castro’s Lounge, 2116 Queen St E,
Toronto, (416) 699-8272

Sean Pinchin 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm,
Taphouse Craft Beer and Kitchen,
Orangeville

Jay Kipps Band 8:00 pm, Revival
1863, 35 Armstrong Street, Oran-
geville, (519) 307-2100

Zeke Pippin 8:30 pm, Sauce on Dan-
forth, 1376 Danforth Ave., Toronto
The Vaudevillian, Anthony Schm-
anthony 10:00 pm, Jimmy Jazz, 52
Macdonell St, Guelph

Saturday, December 17

Saturday Blues Matinee: James An-

thony w/ Danny B. 1:30 pm to 5:00
pm, Uptown Social, 1900 Walkers
Line, Burlington, 905-331-4700
Saturday Blues at the Regency w/
Little Magic Sam 2:00 pm to 6:00
pm, Regency Athletic Resort, 8068
Mountain Rd., Niagara Falls

The Mighty Duck Blues Band with
Matt Allen 2:30 pm to 6:30 pm, Jo
Blos Rock and Wok, 2 Pelham Rd (@
St. Paul St. W.), St. Catharines, 905-
685-8280, Niagara's Blues Destina-
tion, no cover

David Johannesson and Darran
Poole 3:00 pm, Carrigan Arms, 2025

Upper Middle Rd, Burlington, 905-
332-6131

Johnny Wright w/Robbie Rox &
Rob Gusevs 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm,
Outrigger, 2232 Queen St E, Toronto,
647-748-2232, No Cover

McKenna Moonah Blues Duo 8:00
pm to 11:00 pm, DogFish Bar &

Grill, 7 Brimley Rd. S, Scarborough,
(416) 269-9797, Playing the music of
McKenna Mendelson Mainline, Broke
Fuse, and more!, free

Jammin For Joy fundraiser for Sick
Kids: Gavin McLeod, Conor Gains,
Dawson Gamble 8:00 pm, Horseshoe
Tavern, 370 Queen St W., Toronto
The MacKenzie Blues Band 8:00
pm to 11:00 pm, Harbour St. Fish Bar,
10 Keith Ave., Collingwood, 705-293-
3474, $10

Action Sound Band holiday party
9:30 pm, Grossman'’s Tavern, 377
Spadina Ave., Toronto, (416) 977-
7000, Annual Blues holiday party (Eric
Schenkman, Leo Valvassori and Glen
Milchem on drums!), Free

Sunday, December 18

Christmas Blues Party w/ Danny B
and James Anthony 1:00 pm to 4:00
pm, Judge and Jester, 17 Main St. E,
Grimsby

ber 2

3

ber 9

Concerts of Note

Blackie & The Rodeo Kings w/ Digging
Roots | First Ontario Performing Arts Centre
| St Catharines | November 30

Blackie and the Rodeo Kings w/Digging
Roots | River Run Centre | Guelph | Decem-

Together at Christmas: Chuck Jackson,
Cheryl Lescom, Quisha Wint | Uxbridge
Music Hall | Uxbridge | December 3

Steve Strongman’s Holiday Show w/ Ron
Sexsmith and Harrison Kennedy | Ancaster
Memorial Arts Centre | Ancaster | December

Big Sugar — Heated 25th Anniversary Tour |
Phoenix Concert Theatre | Toronto | Decem-

Big Sugar — Heated 25th Anniversary Tour |
Elements | Kitchener | December 10

Bywater Call will light up the stage at the TBS Xmas Party on Sunday, December
11, at 3030 Dundas West. Show starts at 7pm (doors 6:30pm). The TBS Annual
General Meeting will preceed the party at 5Spm (for TBS members only). Admission
to the party is free for TBS members and $15 for the general public.

Jimmy’s Juke Joint w/ host Jim
Casson, guests”Tuba” Jay Burr

& Bruce Tournay 2:00 pm to 4:30
pm, Peter Pipers Pubhouse, 111 Hwy
20 E, Fonthill, 905 892-0782, Two
sets from 2:00pm — 4:30pm, weekly
guests, reservations recommended:
905-892-0782

Blues For Soldiers w/ guest Bob’s
Yer Funkle 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm, Brant
Artillery Gunner’s Club, 115 Henry
Street, Brantford, (519) 753-8128, $10
Brant Parker 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm,
Stonewalls Restaurant, 339 York
Blvd., Hamilton, 905-577-0808, $10
Chuck Jackson 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm,
Roc’'n Docs, 105 Lakeshore Rd. E.,
Mississauga, (905) 891-1754

Paul Reddick 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm,
Rex Jazz and Blues Bar, 194 Queen
St W., Toronto

Mike Sedgewick’s Blues Revue 7:00
pm to 11:00 pm, Linsmore Tavern,
1298 Danforth Ave, Toronto, 416-466-
5130

Tuesday, December 20

Julian Fauth 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm,
Sauce on Danforth, 1376 Danforth
Ave., Toronto

Wednesday, December 21
Fraser/Daley 8:00 pm to 11:00 pm,
Inter Steer Tavern, 357 Roncesvalles
Ave, Toronto, 416-588-8054
Thursday, December 22

Mike Daley & Kevin Breit 6:00 pm

to 8:00 pm, Castro’s Lounge, 2116
Queen St E, Toronto, (416) 699-8272
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Jim Dan Dee 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm,
Harbour St. Fish Bar, 10 Keith Ave.,
Collingwood, 705-293-3474, $10
Suzie Vinnick 8:00 pm, 3030 Dun-
das, 3030 Dundas St. W., Toronto,
416-769-5736

Friday, December 23

Zeke Pippin 8:30 pm, Sauce on Dan-
forth, 1376 Danforth Ave., Toronto

Saturday, December 24

Afternoon Blues Jam w/ Mike Bran-
ton 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm, Moonshine
Cafe, 137 Kerr St, Oakville
Saturday Blues Matinee: James
Anthony w/ Leroy Emmanuel 1:30
pm to 5:00 pm, Uptown Social, 1900
Walkers Line, Burlington, 905-331-
4700

Johnny Wright w/Robbie Rox &
Rob Gusevs 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm,
Outrigger, 2232 Queen St E, Toronto,
647-748-2232, No Cover

A Chuck Jackson Christmas w/
Tyler Yarema 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm,
Roc’n Docs, 105 Lakeshore Rd. E.,
Mississauga, (905) 891-1754

Monday, December 26

The Mighty Duck Blues Band with
Steve Grisbrook Boxing Day Bash
2:30 pm to 6:30 pm, Jo Blos Rock and
Wok, 2 Pelham Rd (@ St. Paul St.
W.), St. Catharines, 905-685-8280,
Niagara's Blues Destination, no cover

Tuesday, December 27
Julian Fauth 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm,

Sauce on Danforth, 1376 Danforth
Ave., Toronto
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Wednesday, December 28

Krewe de Bleu: Julian Fauth,
Cleave Anderson, John C Huntley,
George Baumann 7:00 pm to 10:30
pm, La Rev, 2848 Dundas St W.,
Toronto, 647-748-1376
Fraser/Daley 8:00 pm to 11:00 pm,
Inter Steer Tavern, 357 Roncesvalles
Ave, Toronto, 416-588-8054

Thursday, December 29

Suzie Vinnick 8:30 pm, Moonshine
Cafe, 137 Kerr St, Oakville

The Boathouse Blues Project 9:00
pm to 11:30 pm, Grossman’s Tavern,
377 Spadina Ave., Toronto, (416) 977-
7000, no cost

Friday, December 30

Zeke Pippin 8:30 pm, Sauce on Dan-
forth, 1376 Danforth Ave., Toronto
Fraser Melvin Band 9:00 pm,
Noonan’s (formerly Dora Keogh) Irish
Pub, 141 Danforth Ave, Toronto ON,
416 778 1804

Saturday, December 31

NYE Blues Matinee: James Anthony
w/ Terry Chisholm 1:30 pm to 5:00
pm, Uptown Social, 1900 Walkers
Line, Burlington, 905-331-4700
Johnny Wright w/Robbie Rox &
Rob Gusevs 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm,
Outrigger, 2232 Queen St E, Toronto,
647-748-2232, No Cover

New Year’s Eve w/ Tim Gibbons
and the Swampbusters 8:00 pm,
Stonewalls Restaurant, 339 York
Blvd., Hamilton, 905-577-0808, $15
Chuck Jackson Band New Year’s
Party 8:00 pm, Moonshine Cafe, 137
Kerr St, Oakville, $65

NYE with James Anthony Band
and Terry Chisholm 8:00 pm, Brook
Family Restaurant, Binbrook

NYE w/ Jack de Keyzer Band 8:00
pm, Leander Boat Club, 50 Leander
Dr, Hamilton

Sunday, January 1, 2023

The Mighty Duck Blues Band with
Chuck Jackson New Years Day
Hangover Party 2:30 pm to 6:30 pm,
Jo Blos Rock and Wok, 2 Pelham Rd
(@ St. Paul St. W.), St. Catharines,
905-685-8280, no cover
New Year’s Day w/ Jack de Keyzer
4:00 pm, Polish Hall Brantford, 154
gearl St., Brantford, 519-753-0414,
25

Saturday, January 7, 2023
Johnny Wright w/Robbie Rox &
Rob Gusevs 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm,

Outrigger, 2232 Queen St E, Toronto,
647-748-2232, No Cover
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Sunday, January 8, 2023

Danny Marks Combo 3:00 pm to
6:00 pm, Smokeshow BBQ and Brew,
744 Mt Pleasant Rd, Toronto, 416-
901-7469

Luke and The Apostles 4.00 pm to
7:30 pm, Black Swan Tavern, 154
Danforth, Toronto, Every 2nd Sunday
each month

Thursday, January 12, 2023

The Ramble w/ guest Steve Strong-
man 8:30 pm, Moonshine Cafe, 137
Kerr St, Oakville, $20

Saturday, January 14, 2023

Afternoon Blues Jam w/ Mike Bran-
ton 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm, Moonshine
Cafe, 137 Kerr St, Oakville

Johnny Wright w/Robbie Rox &
Rob Gusevs 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm,
Outrigger, 2232 Queen St E, Toronto,
647-748-2232, No Cover

Sean Pinchin 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm,
The Local, 396 Roncesvalles, Toronto
Jack de Keyzer Band 8:00 pm,
Simcoe Jazz and Blues, Oshawa
Kenny Blues Boss Wayne 8:30

pm, Moonshine Cafe, 137 Kerr St,
Oakville, $20

Friday, January 20, 2023

Jack de Keyzer 7:00 pm, Blues on
the Rideau — The Cove Inn, 2 Bedford
St, Westport, (613) 273-3636

Saturday, January 21, 2023

Johnny Wright w/Robbie Rox &
Rob Gusevs 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm,
Outrigger, 2232 Queen St E, Toronto,
647-748-2232, No Cover

Jack de Keyzer 7:00 pm, Blues on
the Rideau — The Cove Inn, 2 Bedford
St, Westport, (613) 273-3636
Afternoon Blues Jam w/ Mike Bran-
ton 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm, Moonshine
Cafe, 137 Kerr St, Oakville

Johnny Wright w/Robbie Rox &
Rob Gusevs 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm,
Outrigger, 2232 Queen St E, Toronto,
647-748-2232, No Cover

Women In Blues Featuring Miss
Emily & Jenie Thai 8:00 pm to 11:00
pm, Uxbridge Music Hall, 16 Main St
S., Uxbridge, See Website

Sunday, January 29, 2023

Red Hot Ramble 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm,
Smokeshow BBQ and Brew, 744 Mt
Pleasant Rd, Toronto, 416-901-7469
Mark Lalama Trio w/ Jackie Rich-
ardson & Will Gillespie 4:00 pm,
Burlington Performing Arts Centre,
440 Locust St, Burlington, 905-681-
6000

Big Sugar returns to an old haunt, Toronto's Phoenix Theatre to celebrate the "Heated
25th Anniversary Tour" on December 9. They will also perform at Elements, 90 King

St Win Kitchener on December 10
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Award-wmnmg Canadian
Music Publicity

ﬁ @@sf_publicity @sarahfrenchpublicity

“ www.sarahfrenchpublicity.com

KERRY DOOLE

Experienced music journalist and blues lover
Offers bio writing services.
Reasonable rates and samples provided
Email: kerrydoole@yahoo.ca

THAY ERIC ALPER PR

eric@thatericalper.com

647.971.3742
www.thatericalper.com

25 YEARS of making sure the BLUES get heard

MASTERING MANUFACTURING DESIGN

Mastering: Award winning engineer + world-class mastering
studio + traditional outboard gear (Manley, Requisite, TC 6000,
TubeTech, Weiss, etc.) + Lavry Gold conversion = major label
quality at affordable prices!

Replication: The ONE-STOP-SHOP for all your music needs: CDs
(manufactured & short-run), Online Store (uploads to iTunes,
etc.),Graphic Design, Posters, Website Design/Hosting, and more!

CUSTOMER SATISFACTION IS OUR HIGHEST PRIORITY
416.260.6688 www.silverbirchprod.com

- L g=% Where the
_-.':;'..='. ~ ;\‘“ w“ MUS]C
ECXSIE  Beains
Sales / Rentals / Repairs / Prmt Music / Lessons / In-Store Financing

Ji'i Long &McQuade

mmmm MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
8 locations in the GTA, including 925 Bloor St. W. Toronto, 416.588.7886

www.long-mcquade.com

Music Services

Jeffrey Wilson, proprietor

Sales & Service of HOHNER Harmonicas & Accordions ~ Since 1986~

Phone/Fax: (905) 853-5082
www.wilsonmusic.ca
Email: dr.harp@rogers.com

P.O. Box 330, 750 Lowell Ave.
Newmarket, Ontario L3Y 4X7

Sraefab

Many thanks to Lena Kim
and Gerry Tarrant for their
help with the Newsletter
mailing. Many thanks as
well to Lynn Boucher, Mark
Isted, Lena Kim, Leila
Lessem, David Myhre and
Irene Pojaujis for helping
out at the Women's Blues
Revue.

ACCURATE

AUDIO & DESIGN

CD PRESSING+*VINYL PRESSING
ARTWORK*LOGOS *BRANDING
WEBSITES+*SOCIAL MEDIA
CONSULTATIONS * ARTIST DEVELOPMENT

www.torontobluessociety.com

DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS?
IT'S TIME TO CALL STACI o
416-928-2978

ACCURATEAUDIO-COM
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The 26th Annual

Monday January 30th, 2023 7pm
Koerner Hall
273 Bloor St W, Toronto

Tickets start at $35
Canada
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