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and support your local Blues Society.

Attention TBS Members!

Due to COVID-19 pandemic, TBS is unable to deliver a physical copy
of the MapleBlues June issue. While we are working from home like every
other organization, we are hoping to catch up with expiring, new & renewing
members in October. Hence new & renewing members will be receiving their
new membership cards as soon as our operations go back to our regular work
hours. Please e-mail info@torontobluessociety.com if you have any questions
and be sure to follow TBS accounts on social media for immediate updates.
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PHOTO BY JAMES DEAN

John Valenteyn
1947-2020

After a difficult fight with a rare blood disorder HLH John passed mid day
on Sunday October 4 at Toronto Western Hospital according to his wife of
46 years, Brenda Valenteyn. Co-founder of the Toronto Blues Society in 1985,
John was a pillar of the Canadian blues community broadcasting at CIUT for
fourteen years following a twenty year run with The Blues Hour at CJRT (now
JAZZ.FM). According to life long Port Colborne friend Doug McVicar, John'’s
first taste of broadcasting at Queen's University flipped him from a path in
engineering to the Ryerson Radio and Television Arts program and his stint
as a producer, leading to years on the air. An avid collector, John travelled
yearly to the Chicago Blues Festival trolling the aisles at Bob Koester’s Blues
and Jazz Mart while catching live shows at Petrillo Band Shell. His enormous
collection made him a natural member of the Maple Blues Award Steering
Committee and monthly Maple Blues newsletter reviewer in John’s Blues
Picks. His knowledge and passion for blues recordings and artists made him
the leading figure in Canada’s blues history. He will be missed.

www.torontobluessociety.com

Remembering JV

Tributes have been rolling in as the blues
world learns of the passing of JohnValenteyn.
Here's a sampling:

John was a dear friend to so many of us
in the blues community. He contributed
so much. Incredibly knowledgeable,
generous, helpful and always the most
informed person at our committee
meetings. Wonderful idea to honor him
somehow. My condolences to Brenda and
John’s family. — Holger Petersen, Saturday
Night Blues / Stony Plain Records.

This news immensely saddens me. I
send my deepest condolences to the entire
Canadian music community, who I know
John touched, with prayers for his memory
to remain a blessing to all who knew and
loved him. — Barbara Newman, past Blues
Foundation Executive Director.

I am so sorry to hear of John’s passing.
My condolences to his family. He was a
wonderful person and I will miss him.- Kris
Kane, South Side Shuffle.

Like so many others, I'm shocked and
deeply saddened by this news. John was
such a nice guy, sweet and gentle and funny
and a great champion of the music we love.
He gave us so much.... — Bruce Iglauer,
Alligator Records.

This is terribly sad news, and a serious
loss to his family, friends, the Toronto Blues
Society and the Canadian blues community
as a whole. I hope it will be possible to
memorialize John in some way — perhaps
naming one of our regular events in his
honour, or one of the more significant
Maple Blues Awards. John was one of
the most warm-hearted, gentle and kind
people many of us have ever known. We've
all lost a friend. — Richard Flohil.

I am so sorry to hear of John'’s passing.
A wonderful, knowledgeable man who
shared his love of the blues with allofus....a
huge loss to the Canadian blues community.
My condolences to his family. — Liz Sykes,
Past President Ottawa Blues Society.

I learned a lot from John and will miss
him. — Mike Smith, TBS Board of Directors.

Although I only knew him a short time
I found him to be a true gentleman and
passionate and incredibly knowledgeable
about the blues. Condolences to his family
and friends. — Ron Clarkin, Treasurer, TBS
Board of Directors.

contd on page 6
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Tune in to THBS livestream events

Rez Bluez 25th Anniversary live stream with Crystal Shawanda Friday,
October 9 | 8pm (EST) on Facebook Live

TBS Pioneer Profile Series: Eugene Smith interviewed by Bill Munson
at Duncan Garage

Tuesday, October 13 | 8-9pm (EST) on Facebook Live

Miss Emily MBA Performance
Wednesday, October 14 | 6pm on TBS Youtube channel

Rez Bluez 25th Anniversary live stream with Pura Fé Friday,
October 16 | 8pm (EST) on Facebook Live

Corona Blues: A Mental Health and Wellness Workshop w/ Unison
Fund & special guests

Monday, October 19 | 7-8:30pm (EST) on Facebook Live

= Miss Emily CD Premiere "Miss Emily LIVE at The Isabel"

Wednesday, October 28 | 8pm on Facebook Live

Michael Schatte CD Premiere “Conundrum”
Wednesday, November 4 | 8pm on Facebook Live

Michael Jerome Browne MBA Performance
Wednesday, November 11 | 6pm on TBS Youtube channel

Sugar Brown in conversation with Adam Gussow on "Whose Blues?"
w/ special guests

Saturday, November 14 | 5pm on Facebook Live

Raha Javanfar & Regent Park School of Music Students MBA
Performance

Wednesday, December 9 | 6pm on TBS Youtube channel

Maple Blues Band MBA Performance
Wednesday, January 13 | 6pm on TBS Youtube channel

Also, watch for upcoming new events from TBS including: TBS Pioneer
Profile Series and new interviews Jay Douglas and others!
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TBS TALENT SEARCH FINALISTS

Each year, the Toronto Blues Society searches for new and undiscovered Canadian blues talent. This year, we received a great selection of applications.
This year's six finalists had a showdown on Sunday, October 4 at Bar Twelve 16 in Etobicoke and Mike Nagoda and The Spectrum Blues Band
were selected to receive a professional development package that includes a feature in Maple Blues, a showcase at Blues Summit 10 in 2022, a
photo shoot with Bill King, mentoring sessions, rehearsal time at Cherry Beach and much more. You'll be hearing from all these future blues stars.

Federico Luiu began developing his deep passion for music at thirteen years of age. His attraction to the guitar was
inspired by his father, who is an exceptional guitarist in his own right. His father’s love of blues and country music lead
Federico to the legendary music of Muddy Waters, Johnny Winter, Stevie Ray Vaughan, Albert King, B.B. King and Albert
Collins. The musical stylings of Joe Bonamassa, Matt Schofield and Danny Gatton, helped inform and shape Federico’s
guitar pedigree.

Gail Gunnis. As far back as she can remember, Gail always wanted to sing. In
grade school her choir teacher told her “she has the voice of a songbird”. At
the age of 10 she received a keyboard for Christmas, teaching herself the basics of music, then later, picking
up the guitar. From there joining the Choir at the Royal Conservatory of Music in Toronto. Being influenced

by her partner and guitarist, Fabio Parovel, she discovered her voice was meant for the blues! Her influences,
Janiva Magness, Etta James, Freddy and B.B. King, Little Walter and many more!

Josh Ritchie is a singer-songwriter, multi-instrumentalist and producer

based in Ontario. Having grown up in the Canadian music scene with a family of music teachers, performers and
songwriters, Ritchie has had music in his soul since day one. From the moment he was able to stand Ritchie has been
playing anything he can get his hands on. His love for music quickly became an addiction giving the up and coming
21-year-old musical chops and an artistic maturity beyond his age. Then came the voice, quickly developing in choirs
and music classes, now having a seemingly endless range and power. Ritchie can go from an intimate whisper to a
boisterous roar with unequalled effect. In early 2019 Ritchie took to the studio to record his debut, self produced record
“Louder.” The album was released to a sold out crowd on August 24th, 2019. The title track Louder was voted on the
top 100 list in the 2020 CBC Music Searchlight competition. Ritchie is currently working on new material for his second
studio album, “Love at the End of the World” set to be released in 2021.

Madison Galloway is an emerging voice in Canadian roots music. With her signature blend of folk, rock and blues, she
takes the stage with guitar, harmonica, ukulele, and driving band, charming audiences with her catchy original tunes
and soulful voice in a high-energy show! Born and raised in small town Fergus, Ontario, 20-year-old Madison Galloway
infuses her music with rustic, earthy tones, reaching back to pay homage to the great artists of the past while forging a
sound all her own; at times gritty and groovy, and others sweet and sunny!

Madison began pursuing her passion for music from a young age. Growing up in rural Ontario, she discovered a love
of nature, community, and roots music, which continues to inspire her art today. At age 6, she began classical piano
training, eventually advancing through conservatory programs and voraciously delving into the world of music theory
and appreciation. However, it wasn’t until she picked up a guitar at age 12 that she discovered her true calling and
began pouring out original songs. Drawing inspiration from her upbringing, current issues, and environmental concerns,
she started to shape her signature sound and identity as an artist.

Mike Nagoda is an LGBT Blues musician from Toronto, Canada. He began learning the piano at age six, and nearly
immediately he struggled with hands that would not respond as he wanted them to because of his Cerebral Palsy.

A resourceful teacher helped him overcome his difficulties with the piano, reworking arrangements so that he could
comfortably play. The same could not be said for the guitar. Merely holding the guitar was painful, as was forcing his hands
into chord shapes. Still, neither he nor his guitar teacher would give up. Upon finding an old lap steel guitar in a pawn
shop, Mike purchased his first steel guitar and found it much easier to play with a slide on his hand. However, he was still
frustrated. The music in his head could simply not be expressed with a single slide. Mike began hearing about Brian Cober,
a local blues musician who had perfected a double slide system which allowed two slides to be used in any style of music,
as well as the ability to form complex chords. Mike went down to Toronto’s oldest Blues bar, Grossmans Tavern, and saw
Brian play. It immediately changed his life and he was so impressed that he eventually approached Brian to teach him this
system.

Shaky Trill. Shakey was a nickname given to guitarist/vocalist Mike MacDonald because of his extremely
jittery hands. Harmonica player/vocalist Tyler Pantlin can’t get enough of playing the "Trill" - it is the sound of
two notes being played rapidly back and forth. In January 2019 the duo participated at the 35th International
Blues Challenge in Memphis Tennessee representing the Bruce County Blues Society. The challenge was

a week long event with performances up and down the famous Beale Street. They were part of the solo/duo
category which included over 80 different acts from around the globe. Shakey Trill made it into the final top 8
spots which earned them the privilege to play at the historic Orpheum Theatre in Memphis. Currently the duo
are in the process of recording their debut album.

A big THANK YOU to our judges, Sarah Kim Turnbull (Artistic Director of Markham Jazz
Festival), Diana Webley (Harbourfront Centre Senior Producer), Josh Grossman (Toronto
Jazz Festival Artistic Director), and Kris Kane (Southside Shuffle Festival Chair).
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John Valenteyn and Derek Andrews at Harbourfront Centre 1998 (photo by Linda Turu). John Valenteyn speaking at Maple Blues Awards (photo by Mako Funasaka).

VALENTEYN TRIBUTES contd from p5

Sincere condolences Derek to you and
your Blues Family. John led an amazing life
and was a true Blues Brother to all and I
will really miss our conversations, his radio
shows and so much knowledge in his music
reviews. He will be dearly missed by the
Blues Community and I'm confident that
the TBS will memorialize John with deep
respect. Accept my heartfelt condolences
and to all and healthy Thanksgiving. - Bruce
Hall, Grand River Blues Society.

This is a very shocking news. I knew
John had some health issues but I surely
expected to see him again next time around
in To as I did most every time. I will really
miss meeting and reading my blues friend.
— Rene Moisan, Bros. Productions.

Very sad news indeed - our condolences
to his friends and family....- Dave Brennan,
President Ottawa Blues Society.

John Valenteyn always had a twinkle in
his eye and a smile on his lips. He was a
kind soul who had many good things to say
about the Blues and the People. It would be
respectful to memorialize him in some way
at the MBAs, as someone who with great
spirit, curated and nourished the Blues
and its survival, especially right here in
Canada. Wishing the best to all. — Danny
Marks, Musician / JAZZ.FM91

John was for sure an inspiration to us
all! This is sad news indeed. He had a long
and productive life, though. — Paul Norton,
CFRO / CiTR.

I am feeling punched in the gut to hear
this news, despite the knowledge that
it was possible, given his recent health
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challenges. I can only surmise that he was
still doing what he loved to do right up until
he neared the end, and that is something
we can all only hope for ourselves. What a
kind and gentle soul he was. The last solid
he did for me was to reach out and ask
me for advanced access to my latest CD
so that he could review it prior to his trip
up north. The opposite of being ignored,
from a musician’s point of view. I'll always
remember John, and I hope that Brenda and
the rest of his family find comfort through
our words. — Lily Sazz, Musician / Cootes
Paradise, TBS Musicians Advisory Council.

It is a sad day for all of us here at CIUT.
All of our staff had ongoing interaction
with John each and every week. John
was so dedicated to his radio show and
could always be relied on to meet the
commitment he made to us and his listeners
for the past 10 years or so. John always
arrived at the CIUT studios at least 2 hours
prior to show time (that is one sign of a
radio veteran). He was the consummate
professional in every way. We will all
miss him. — Ken Stowar, Station Manager /
Program Director, CIUT 89.5.

I first met John in the mid 80s when I
was trying to figure out how to promote
my Saturday Afternoon Blues Matinee at
The Black Swan. Someone told me about
a blues radio show on CJRT (now JazzFM).
It was mentioned that if I sent the host a
notice he would mention our gig during
his show and he did every week. John's
show started at 2pm and ended at 3pm,
our start time. We would play the Blues
Hour through the sound system and when
we heard his closing theme, Freddie King's

www.torontobluessociety.com

Funky London, we knew it was time for us
to hit the bandstand.

Eventually I got to know John and once
jokingly mentioned that he was The Kendall
Wall Band's opening act every Saturday
at the Swan. He came and did his show
remotely from the club once and that was
a big deal for the band.

His contribution to blues in Canada
was big, founding member of The Toronto
Blues Society, The Juno Blues Award
Screening committee, The Maple Blues
Award Nominating Panel, The TBS Board
and his radio show that moved to CIUT,
featuring all the new releases, Canadian
and International. When his health was
good he didn’t miss many live blues shows.

I don’t think John ever gave anyone a
bad review in his Maple Blues column.
He always accented the positive. It was
more about letting people know who was
releasing recordings and helping the
artists get the exposure they needed.

We've lost someone important. My
condolence to Brenda and all those who
loved him. - Gary Kendall, Musician / Blues
Times Productions, TBS Musicians Advisory
Council.

It’s so sad to hear this news of John’s
passing. I can only echo what’s already
been said: he was a gentle soul, a hip cat
with a big heart, and he sure knew and
loved the blues. My deepest condolences
to his family. — Sugar Brown, Musician / TBS
Musicians Advisory Council

There was never a greater Blues
Booster than JV. - Brian Blain/Musician /
TBS Musicians Advisory Council



Upcoming Live
Performances

The MacKenzie Blues Band will be performing
a live performance Thursday, October 8 from
noon to 2pm. The concert will take place at
Owen Sound Farmer's Market (88 8th St E., Owen
Sound) as part of the Music at the Market series.

The Mighty Duck Blues Band (Dave Curry
guitar/vocals, Canada Dave Torosian keyboards,
Jim Casson drums, and Gary Kendall bass/
vocals) is back with their Saturday afternoon
music series at 2:30-6:30pm at Jo Blo's Rock &
Wok in St. Catherines (155 St. Paul Cresent).
Paul Reddick will be joining the band as the
special guest on Saturday, October 10, Dan
McKinnon October 17, Jake Chisholm on
October 24, Carlos del Junco October 31, John
Dickie November 7, Michael Schatte will be
joining the band as the special guest on Saturday;,
November 14 and Dwayne Laforme November
21. Limited capacity. Call 289-990-1286 for
reservations.

Celebrating the international release of their
50th anniversary live album, recorded at last
year’s Toronto Jazz Fest, Downchild Blues Band
will be playing Empire Theatre in Belleville on
Friday, October 16th at 8pm. Limited tickets
will be sold to the actual live show, but you can
also buy tickets for the live-stream at www.
downchild.com.

Part of the new Toronto Symphony Orchestra
series, TSO at the Drive-In: First Ladies of Soul
will take place on Saturday, October 17 at the
Cityview Drive-In (20 Polson St., Toronto) for an
hour long tribute to Ella Fitzgerald, Billie Holiday,
Nina Simone, Aretha Franklin, Whitney Houston
and more by sensational Canadian blues vocalist

Shakura S’Aida. Tickets are between $80-$200
per vehicle. More info at www.tso.ca.

Samantha Martin and Delta Sugar will be
performing a live performance on Wednesday,
October 21 from noon to 2pm. The concert will
take place at Owen Sound Farmer's Market (88
8th St E., Owen Sound) as part of the Music at
the Market series.

Canada's Great Kitchen party is happening for
Toronto on Thursday, October 22 at 7:30pm as
an online show featuring some of Canada's most
iconic musicians including Julian Taylor, Terra
Lightfoot, Whitehorse and more.

Samantha Martin Trio will be performing
at The Cove Inn (Westport-ON) presented
by Choose The Blues Productions and Blues
on The Rideau, on Friday, October 23 and
Saturday, October 24 at 7-10pm (dinner & show).
Tickets are $70+HST including meal, show, and
door prizes. Proceeds go to the Ruby Gland
Foundation. Advance RSVP required. Call the
Cove at 613-273-3636. The show will also be
broadcasted on the BOTR Youtube channel.

MonkeyJunk will be performing at Irene's Pub
in Ottawa (885 Bank St) on Saturday, October
24th with two sets, one starting at 8pm, and the
other at 10:15pm. Tickets are between $85-
$169. Limited indoor socially distanced seating
available by table.

The Kensington Market Jazz Festival will take
place virtually this year between November 7-8
and the lineup includes blues-friendly names
along with local heavy-weights like Colleen
Allen, Heather Luckhart, Jay Douglas,
Shakura S'Aida, and Jackie Richardson.

Lance Anderson will bring his critically
acclaimed performance of "The Last Waltz - A

CORONA BLUES

A Mental Health and Wellness Workshop

Mon, Oct 19 | 7pm-8:30pm

The TD Toronto Jazz Festival Streaming Concert Series

presents Sass Jordan as part of Casa Loma Sessions. The
pre-recorded performance will go live on Tuesday, October
27th at noon on Toronto Jazz Festival Facebook page and
www.thestarcom. Emily Burgess plays an opening set

Musical Celebration of The BAND Live" show to
Peter’s Players in Gravenhurst-ON to celebrate
the 44th Anniversary of the historic concert and
film in 2020 on November 13 & 14 at 8pm. This
is a 28 seat, socially distanced concert with one
set only (no intermission).

HOROJO Trio featuring Jamie Holmes (drums),
Jeff Rogers (keyboards & vocals), and JW-Jones
(guitar & vocals) will be performing atThe Cove
Inn (Westport-ON) presented by Choose The
Blues Productions and Blues on The Rideau, on
Friday,November 13 and Saturday,November 14
at 7-10pm (dinner & show).Tickets are $70+HST
including meal, show, and door prizes. Proceeds
go to the Westport Food Bank. Advance RSVP
required. Call the Cove at 613-273-3636. The
show will also be broadcasted on the BOTR
Youtube channel.

Moderated by Pam Beatson

Speakers: Dan McKinnon, Dawn Tyler Watson, Dr. John Chong, Sarah Hagerman, Sean Pinchin

www.torontobluessociety.com
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Save the Moonshine: The Moonshine
Cafe in Oakville is an excellent venue for
live music, and deserves some extra support
during these tough times. Check out their
GoFundMe campaign.We need live music
venues to survive, run by people who love
music and support musicians.

Steve Strongman joins Linus: Linus
Entertainment will be representing Steve's
music publishing catalog, and the distribution
of his sound recording catalog, as well as
future recordings and songwriting. A new
album is in the works and will be released
alongside his back catalog on the Linus
affiliated Stony Plain Records.

Advance: Canada's Black Music Business
Collective has established a $2M partnership
with the City of Toronto and Slaight Family
Foundation that will help fund initiatives,
projects, and research over the next four
years. Partnered with Canada's Independent
Music Association (CIMA) for their 'Breaking
Down Racial Barriers' Zoom series, which
continues to run every Tuesday and will do
so for another two weeks. All episodes can
also be revisited on CIMA's Facebook page.
Advance and Music Canada have established
a three-year partnership in that includes
direct financial support from Music Canada,
as well as their commitment to “contribute
professional services to help achieve tangible
reform in the music business landscape,
particularly in the corporate, private, and
government sectors” through initiatives and
infrastructural change. For more info visit
www.advancemusic.org

Congratulations to Patricia Wilson Aden
on her appointment as President & CEO of
the Blues Foundation. With a specialization in
the preservation and celebration of African
American
cultural
resources,
Aden's
most recent
experiences
were being
the President
& CEO of
the African
American
Museum in
Philadelphia as well as the Executive Director
of the Rhythm & Blues Foundation. Aden will
join the Foundation’s staff on October 1, 2020,
and will succeed Barbara Newman, who will
begin her retirement September 30th.
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(Lto R) TBS VP Lucie Dufault, Talent Search winner Mike Nagoda and TBS Pres. Derek Andrews at the socially
distanced Talent Search Finals at Bar Twelve 16.Josh Ritchie was the first runner-up, and Madison Galloway the
second runner-up. See info on all the finalists on page 4.
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Maple Blues Awards Going Virtual in 2021

The 24th Annual Maple Blues Awards is going virtual on its next edition which will take place in February, 2021. The Board of
directors of TBS has been faced with the difficult decision considering the ongoing global pandemic. The Maple Blues Awards
nominees will be announced in October, with public voting in eligible categories still taking place during the month of November
2020 and the winners will be announced during the online awards show.

Derek Andrews, president of Toronto Blues Society said, "The uncertainty of live music events has forced us to err on the side
of caution by celebrating the best in Canada’s blues virtually, with no boundaries worldwide!"

In addition, the tenth biennial Blues Summit conference and showcase was to be held January 29th — February 1st, 2021 but the
decision has been made to move the event to 2022. Details to follow.

Online voting is open from November 2nd, 2020 at 12:01 am Eastern
Time, through December 1st, 2020 at 11:59 pm Eastern Time.

www.mapleblues.ca
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Like us
on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/
TorontoBluesSociety

3 YouTube

Subscribe at
www.youtube.com/
TorontoBluesSociety

Follow us on Twitter
@TODbluessociety

Follow us on
Instagram @
torontobluessociety
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lllustration by Nathaniel Mesner

Guest Reviewer: Brad Wheeler,
music writer for the Globe and Mail

Miss Emily Live at the IsabelIndependent

Suddenly Miss Emily (Kingston’s Emily
Fennell) is a veteran on the scene. When
did that happen? She has sung her heart
out, loud, for years, and yet she has snuck
up on us.

Perhaps her potent new album,
recorded at the Isabel Bader Centre for the
Performing Arts in her Kingston hometown,
will turn some heads. The record more or
less demands it. Miss Emily even wrote a
letter. Does Canada’s public broadcaster
take requests?

“Dear CBC, won'’t you please, play my
music on your stations 2 and 3,” she pleads
on Dear CBC, one of the three previously
unreleased originals of hers on the album.
On the song, “rotation” is rhymed with
“frustration.” She announces that her
bar-band days of singing Creedence are
behind her. But don’t take her word for it —
just listen to the record.

On it she reveals her enthusiasm for
spry vintage soul-rock of the Solomon
Burke kind, with Cry to Me. She has a knack
for turning an iconic song (the Tragically
Hip’s Long Time Running) into something
all her own. She’s got a voice on her: Big
velvet thunder.

Gospel influences are apparent. Pianos
and horns happen.. Members of the
Tragically Hip guest. Fans of Kelly Hunt will
find a lot to like here.

The convincing ballad Three
Words would make Adele and Etta James
cry. Miss Emily doesn’t spell out what the
three words are. She doesn’t have to. She
shouldn’t have to.

www.torontobluessociety.com

Danny Brooks & Lil Miss Debi Are
You Ready? — The Mississippi Sessions AVA
Entertainment

Danny Brooks opens up his new record
the same way Jack de Keyzer does, with a
song called Are You Ready.Brooks’ doesn’t
end in a question mark. Must be rhetorical.
With road gravel in his epiglottis and
promise in his heart, Brooks sings “Are you
ready to have a good time of-down home
Southern soul?” Sure, why not.

As the album title indicates, the tracks
— 20 of them in all — were recorded in
Mississippi, outside Jackson. Brooks and
Lil Miss Debi (no relation to Miss Emily)
identify as Texanadians. One imagines that
gets them into all sorts of trouble when they
have have to deal with immigration officials
at the border.

If you haven’t guessed by now, this
is a Southern record. We have swamp
Americana, harmonica-heavy Delta blues,
Alabama riff rock and an album-ending
New Orleans dirge that gets Tom Waits’s
attention.

Ilike the warmth of Jamaica Sun - like a
Rasta Bob Seger. Less successful is a cover
ofJohn Prine’s Angel from Montgomery.Let’s
just say Bonnie Raitt won'’t feel threatened
by Lil Miss Debi’s voice.

As always with Brooks, there’s a
spirituality at work, with road-weary
songs about perseverance and journeys
travelled: One More Mile, Climb That
Mountain and the slide-driven No
Easy Way Out (with a snippet of the
spiritual Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless
Child).

It’s a road record mostly. As in load up
the Winnebago, mother, we’re ready.

Bill Bourne A Love Fandango Twelve
Point Records

I'd like to say the Edmontonian Bill
Bourne sounds like he has a hell hound
on his trail, but he deserves better than a



blues cliché. Still, he sounds like he has a
hell hound on his trail.

Released in September, A Love Fandango
has alovely autumnal feel, like a soundtrack
to a wheat-field film starring Lucinda
Williams. Bourne plays banjo, dulcimer
and four or five varieties of guitar — I lost
count.You don’t need me to tell you thathe’s
accomplished on all those stringed things.
He could probably play a bean if he had to.

bdll borne

A'Love Fandango

But what stands out on here is Bourne’s
voice. There’s world-weariness to it. He’s
lived.You believe him when he sings Love
Never Cost a Dime.You believe him when
he proposes that love makes him feel
alright, that it turns darkness into light, that
it makes us want to dance and that it isn’t
all wild romance.

Then he sings about something that
cost $40.Maybe he’s talking about his first
guitar? Could be, but even if he isn’t, I
believe the song equates love with music
— that it’s all the same and it’s all free.

Bourne closes the album with the cozy
Hunker Down, about taking care of yourself.
It’s for all seasons. “Hunker down, play
guitar, sing along,” he advises. “Stay warm,
like you are.” Same to him.

New Moon Jelly Roll Freedom
Rockers Volume I Stony Plain

The best news I heard all month was
that singer-harpist Charlie Musselwhite,
singer-songwriter Alvin Youngblood Hart,
Squirrel Nut Zipper founder Jimbo Mathus,
and drummer Cody Dickinson and guitarist
Luther Dickinson of the North Mississippi
Allstars and their late father Jim Dickinson
had made a record together in 2007. The
second best news was that the album is
finally seeing the light of day, on the Alberta
roots label Stony Plain. The third best news
thatit’s called Volume 1.More to come, then.

Part one is professional fun,
ragged as you’d want it be but not a
bit more. Musselwhite revives Strange

Land from his debut album Stand Back! from

1967, but he’s in familiar territory. He blows
harp on the Hendrix anti-authoritarian
classic Stone Free like he’s a man a third
his age.

P—

Stand-out tracks include a cover of
Canned Heat’s Let’s Work Together that
tumbles and rolls, with Jim Dickinson
on vocals. That’s him on the boozy take
of Come on Down to My House too. “Let
somebody else play,” he says at one point.
A fiddle solo emerges, and then a twinkling
mandolin. Everybody gets a nip at the jug
here.

WIBLIAM SHATNER
N

William Shatner The Blues Cleopatra

Stratford festival, Star Trek and
now Smokestack Lightnin’. Is there nothing
William Shatner will not try? With an all-star
cast of guitarists including Albert Lee, Brad
Paisley, Steve Cropper, Ritchie Blackmore,
Sonny Landreth, Jeff “Skunk” Baxter and
Pat Travers, the shame-free Montreal-born
thespian butchers blues standards with
gusto and cartoonish hysteria. There are
some places one needn’t boldly go, and
this album is one of them.

- Brad Wheeler

www.torontobluessociety.com

CBC Radio One (99.1)
Saturday Night Blues,

w/ Holger Petersen (national)
Saturday 9:05pm-11:00pm

(on Radio 2 Saturday at 6:05pm),

JAZZFM (91.1)

Bluz FM w/ Danny Marks I
Saturday 8:00 pm-midnight '

CIUT-FM (89.5)

Ato Z Blues w/ Screamin' Red
Tuesday 6-7pm

John Valenteyn's Blues

w/ John Valenteyn

Friday 1-2pm

At The Crossroads w/Brant Zwicker
http:/atcblues.ca and syndicated on
stations across the continent)

CKWR (985 FM) Q8°p
Old Chicago Blues w/ Willy A, CKWR
Saturday 12:30pm - 2:00pm (Kitchener)

www.ckwr.com

CIOIFM (1015 The HAWK)
Blues Blast, with Ken Wallis
Tuesdays, 4-6pm (Hamilton)

COUNTYEM (99.3)

Wk

[[ [ lgg =12 TTHTES

Sideroads with Blues Sister Peg and _ 993‘?
Brotha 'Z' Tuesday 8-10pm (Picton) ORI
CIWS 102.9FM (WhiStle Radio)

Whistle Bait w/Gary Tate P
(aka Shakey-T) Wed, Thurs, Fri [1pm. & %; M
(Stouffville)

CFFF Trent Radio (92.7 FM)
Blues Themes, Delivered by... The Milkman.
Every Thursday night 9 to 10 PM

CILX 9O1.3FM)
Saturday Night Blues Review, with George Vaughan.
Saturday 6-7pm (Belleville)

CFMU (99.3 FM)

Breakfast of Champions, with Paul Panchezak. Thurs 10am
Swear to Tell the Truth: the Blues and Rhythm Show, with
CM.Compton. Tuesday 1-2:30pm (Hamilton)

CFRU (933 EM)
The Thrill is Back with Andy and Andrew Mondays 1 to 3pm
The Blues Review, with Roopen Majithia Tues 9.00 pm (Guelph)

CANOE EM (100.9 EM) canoe fm.com
Buckslide Blues Cruise with Patrick Monaghan Tues. (7-9pm)
(Haliburton)

CFBU (103.7FM) Eclectic Blues with Deborah Cartmer
Tuesday 7-9 pm (St. Catharines)

CKCU(93.1 EM) www.ckcufm.com Black and Blues w/ John
Tackaberry Every Sunday 9-11 pm (Ottawa)

CKMS (100.3 FM)
Poor Folk Blues w/ Bruce Hall (aka Brewski)
Monday 7:30-9 pm (Watetloo)
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..+ RONNIE
R EARL

& THE BROADCASTERS

t\ RISE UP
JASTERS

AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 11

Four-Time winner of Blues Award

Guitar Player of the Year, Ronnie

is loved around the world for his
elegant, soulful performances.

e

stonyplainrecords.com

For more than 12 years this
recording was mentioned
obscurely in interviews as a
super-group, old-school jam
session by those few witnesses
who knew this was a once-in-a-
lifetime moment.

AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 4 stonyplainrecords.com ;By?
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An hour a week
Coibly s i
é; geagues e i 2020 Online Programs
Air itfor free il SOCAN Masterclass:
r sponsor if Y et st srucess onpes
— Live Events & The New Normal:

Adapting te a Physically Distant Bancefloor
Thursiay, Detober 29, 2070 - 2:00pm EST

The 2020 FMO Awards Weekend
Delober 73-25, 2020 - limes TRA

RSWP by email office<ifolkmusicontarie.ca
For more information, please visil our website!

5

atcblues@gmail.com atcblues.ca

PREORDER=p

0CT 9, 2020

THE HURRICANE FORCE OF HOWLIN WOLF AND TINA TURNER. IT SIMPLY HAS TO BE HEARD TO BE BELEIVED - ROB BOWMAN, CANADA
“INDISPENSABLE” “SAMANTHA MARTIN, THE NEW SOUTHERN-SOUL TORNADO™ - PARIS MOVE, FRANCE
FACTOR DEBUT SINGLE ON THE AIRWAVES AT CBC, BBC - UK AND ABC - AUSTRALIA

“RAW, POWERFUL, FUNKY” - JAZZIZM, NETHERLANDS Gypsy . SouL
|Canadi “ABSOLUTELY LOVE IT” - ROCK-RADIO UK ,
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GET CGEHIND THE BLUES I
CECOME A MEMBER TODAY!?

Helps support our Blues community & TBS events.
Torontobluessociety.com / 416-538-3855 / Toll free 1-866-871-9457

JOIN US AND GET THESE AMAZING BENEFITS

* Home delivery of our monthly Maple Blues Newsletter

« 25% discount on Maple Blues Awards tickets, 20% discount on
Women's Blues Revue tickets & exclusive early bird ticket access

Savings on Advance Tickets to shows at Music by the Bay Live
10% off every purchase from Dead Dog Records & Kops Records

Discount tickets to all TBS events & merchandise
Exclusive access to industry discounts, ticket giveaways, and more!

* TBS voting rights for Charter Members

MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS

CHARTER-1YEAR $50/2 YEARS $95/3 YEARS $135
BENEFITSLISTED ABOVE

FAMILY -1YEAR$70/ 2 YEARS $135/ 3 YEARS $195
BENEFITS LISTED ABOVE; MAX 2 ADULTS & 2 CHILDREN-19

INSTITUTIONAL ORBENEFACTOR-S$125/YEAR
ALL BENEFITS +DISCOUNTED ADVERTISING IN THE NEWSLETTER

STUDENT -$20/YEAR
BENEFITSLISTEDABOVE

00000 GENERAL -$35/YEAR
OO MAPLE BLUESNEWSLETTERONLY

. & s @
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“ELVIN BISHOP IS A LEGENDARY ;

. GUITARIST..IMPECCABLE AND JL ¢

SPIRITED...A DISTINGUISHED £

AMERICAN PLAYER" -
(i

v A I

Rock My World Canadal

ANADIA
BLUES

Betrvonn o & Collin Bincs (bl

Mike Carr

— ey —

» “CHARLIE MUSSELWHITE,"
% WITH UNABASHED
W EXCELLENCE,SETS X

¥ STHE STANDARD FOR

‘_i;ELUES HARMONICA"

——

v o
EAYAILABLE ATALLIGATOR.COM
AND OTHERFINE RETAILERS et

Canadian Blues is the second in a series of reference and
collectors guides from Rock My World Canada! This guide
contains all things Canadian Blues. This issue contains 215 full
colour pages, over 700 artists and nearly 2800 album covers.
Although it is not a full discography of each artist, collectors
may find this a valuable resource and starting point when on
the search for Canadian blues artists. New in this guide are lists
of blues festivals, societies, record labels and for those that like
live music, there is now an Autograph page.

Gary Kendall, from the legendary Downchild Blues Band and the
Mighty Duck Blues Band writes this: “Finally someone has
stepped up and dedicated hours, days, months and years to a
project that documents what Canada has contributed to the
world’s wealth of Blues recordings. Canadian Blues, Reference &
Collectors Guide bears witness to a growing art form. Flip
through the pages, find music you’ve missed or overlooked and
remind yourself of pieces you may have forgotten. Mostly
remember one thing, “You Can’t Lose If You Love The Blues”.

Order your copy today!

https://www.rockmyworldcanada.ca/copy-of-canadian-blues

www.torontobluessociety.com MapleBlues October 2020
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The Toronto Blues Society is a
Registered Charity

Make a donation beyond membership and merchandise,
and get your charitable tax receipt in time for this year!
(Charitable # 87487 7509 RR0001). You will be helping to
support events like the annual Women's Blues Revue, The
Blues in the Schools program, numerous workshops and
career development activities for the musician community
as well as the Maple Blues Awards and the Blues Summit
conference, the most important blues industry gathering
in Canada that occurs every other year. Networking
events within this conference allow for industry discussion
alongside artist discovery through the showcase program.

BLUES on THE RIDEAU

THE COVE INN * WESTPORT ONTARIO
October 23 & 24

SAMANTHA
MARTIN TRIO

BOTH NIGHTS 7-10pm
DINNER & SHOW $70
ADVANCE RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

613-273-3636

+ ALL SHOWS FOLLOW STRICT COVID SAFETY PROTOCOL -

MASTERING MANUFACTURING DESIGN

Mastering: Award winning engineer + world-class mastering
studio + traditional outboard gear (Manley, Requisite, TC 6000,
TubeTech, Weiss, etc.) + Lavry Gold conversion = major label
quality at affordable prices!

Replication: The ONE-STOP-SHOP for all your music needs: CDs

(manufactured & short-run), Online Store (uploads to iTunes,

etc.),Graphic Design, Posters, Website Design/Hosting, and more!

CUSTOMER SATISFACTION IS OUR HIGHEST PRIORITY

416.260.6688 www.silverbirchprod.com

Sales / RendalsLBgpairs / Print Music / Lessons / In-Store Financing

Long & McQuade

mmmm MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
8 locations in the GTA, including 925 Bloor St. W. Toronto, 416.588.7886

www.long-mcquade.com

Music Services

Jeffrey Wilson, proprietor

Sales & Service of HOHNER Harmonicas & Accordions ~ Since 1986~

Phone/Fax: (905) 853-5082
www.wilsonmusic.ca
Email: dr.harp@rogers.com

PO. Box 330, 750 Lowell Ave.
Newmarket, Ontario L3Y 4X7

@TODbluessociety

www.facebook.com/

TorontoBluesSociety @torontobluessociety
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DOWNCHILD

LIVE AT THE TORONTO JAZZ FESTIVAL

DOWNCHILD

AT THE TORONTO
JATT FESTIVAL

_; e 2 o
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DU ATEROYD, PALL SHAFFER, AT WILODO, NENNY REAL. GENE TAMLOR £ ERM LFYTINEN

DAN AYKROYD, PAUL SHAFFER, DAVID WILCOX, KENNY NEAL, GENE TAYLOR & ERJA LYYTINEN

IN STORES OCTOBER 16, 2020!

WWW.DOWNCHILD.COM

unison SUNRISE
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